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Letters to the Editors 





World Looks to Church for Unifying Force 





The Will to Unite 


the Editors: 

i id I am a minister of the U. S. A. 
Presbyterian Church. In the chaplaincy, 
I have had several interesting and in- 
formative discussions with both chaplains 
and laymen from our sister communion 
on the subject of unity. As yet I have 
failed to find one argument against the 
proposed union which is convincing. The 
words of Dr. E. Stanley Jones, though not 
spoken about this particular proposal for 
union, seem more applicable every day: 
“The difficulty of disunity is an ever- 
present paralysis upon us—it cancels out 
our effectiveness and unfits us for hav- 
ing moral leadership in a world desper- 
ately seeking unity.” 

Your preliminary observations on the 
poll, published as an editorial (April 15) 
are far-reaching indeed. Certainly the 
point that many are no longer willing 
to maintain a major schism because of 
creating a minor one, is well taken. Al- 
though I have no right to do this as far 
as the burdensome boundaries of U. 8S. 
and U. S. A. are concerned, yet I feel 
moved to state that my personal sympa- 
thies are entirely with those whose post- 
ecards indicated that they are already 
aware of a split in “our” church, a breach 
of large proportions which has hindered 
“our” Presbyterian witness for 85 years 
now! 

While it is true that church unity Is a 
matter of the head as well as the heart, 
it appears to me that the will to unite 
need be greater than the will to remain 
separated has been, if we are to choose 
to place ourselves in a position to do more 
effective Christian work in the world 
through this progressive step, a step 
which will begin the strengthening of 
Christ’s divided Church. 

The invitation at the end of your edi- 
torial to earnest prayer for the guidance 
of the Spirit of God throughout our 
church, explains again the true basis of 
any unity of this nature. I am convinced 
that the strides which have been made 
toward union or reunion to this date re- 
flect in large measure the prayers of God’s 
children on both sides of a troublesome 
barrier! 


To 


ALVIN DUANE SMITH, 
Chaplain, USNR. 
Camp Peary, 
Williamsburg, Va. 


Four Times as Large; Five 
Times as Many Additions 


To the Editors: 

Your editorial on the business 
man’s comparison of Presbyterian, USA, 
and US churches is to the point (April 
22). No matter how fine a store a 
business man has, if he is not able to 
sell his goods it looks to me as if his store 
is a failure. The USA church had 104,170 
additions on profession last year; we had 
20,700. The chief business of the church 
is to make disciples. ... 

NAME WITHHELD. 


Approves Moratorium 


To the Editors: 

Here’s hoping that the church will heed 
the suggestion of Dr. Taylor and call a 
moratorium on the matter of reunion 
(Letters, April 8). His idea is very timely 
and the call of the church to the need of 
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under the act of March 3, 1879. 
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participating in the things suggested by 
him is surely the Spirit of Christ. 

The poll so far showing a 29 per cent 
opposition to reunion, indicates a very 
“considerable protesting minority.” Let 
us “Trust and Obey.” 

J. W. DODSON, An Elder. 
First Church, 
Waco, Texas. 


Questions About the Poll 
To the Editors: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK would 
render a very valuable service to our 
church if its poll could reflect accurately 
the mind of our membership upon the 
controversial reunion question. However, 
I believe your published statement of 71% 
favoring reunion and 29% opposed is a 
very doubtful and misleading estimate 
of our church’s present real attitude 
thereon. 

First, the three classifications, or ques- 
tions, you use are not calculated to re- 
veal accurately the mind of our member- 
ship. The questions are faulty, overlap- 
ping and inadequate for their purpose. 

. Further, THE OUTLOOK’S interpre- 
tation of all replies received is very ques- 
tionable. Finally, the questionnaires 
and responses do not adequately consider 
the full membership of our church... . 
What do the fine youths of our church, the 
potential leaders of tomorrow, say? And 
the magnificent womanhood of our church 

°? 

Let me commend these considerations to 
you in an earnest desire for accuracy, 
justice, unity and peace, lest your per- 
centages be used disadvantageously and 
render a disservice to the church we love 
and serve. er 
HERBERT S. SPRINGALL. 
Kerrville, Texas. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Our editorial inter- 
pretation of the findings of the poll and 
of our responsibility in the face of them 
will be forthcoming when the returns 
appear to be practically complete. 


Six Ministers Needed 


To the Editors: 


Will you give the inclosed “call” such 
prominence as you may be able in an early 
edition of your paper: 

We are facing a situation which should 
be of real concern to the whole church. 
If you cannot come and help us, will you 
not pray for us? 

Our presbytery lies along the southern 
half of the State of West Virginia. Coal 
camps congest our highways. At least 
75% of the population is dissociated from 
active membership in any evangelical 
church. Through years of sacrifice Pres- 
byterianism has built up a foothold in 
many places for Christ. Today we are in 
danger of losing the ground which has 
been won. We have six vacant fields. 





Letters to the editors should be 
limited to $800 words. Ex- 
cept in unusual circumstances 
longer letters will be made to 
conform to this length. Brief 
comments of 50 to 100 words 
are encouraged. 


10c a copy, $3 a year. 


class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va. 
Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., Room 203, 13 North Fifth 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 


These are not in dying communities, py 
churches, with manses, paying from $2,009 
to $2,400 per year in salary, and locateg 
in growing communities. 

In spite of all that the Home Mission 
Committee can do, and the Committee 9, 
the Minister and His Work, we can locat, 
no one who is interested in meeting theg 
needs. We cannot fee] it is God’s will fo 
our church to retrench in this area which 
admittedly is the most needy and the mog 
godless and the most difficult in oy 
Southland. Will you not help us? 


Cc. H. PATTERSON, Chm., Home 
Missions, Bluestone Presbytery, 
Westininster Presbyterian Church, 
Bluefield, W. Va. 


St. Louis Advertisement 


To the Editors: 


Reading the many statements as to th 
unorthodoxy of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, I think the inclosed advertisement 
in today’s St. Louis Globe-Democrat re. 
futes these statements as far as these 
churches in St. Louis are concerned: 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 
ABOUT CHRIST 


We believe that “for us he fulfilled all 
righteousness and satisfied eternal justice 
offering himself a perfect sacrifice upon 
the cross to take away the sin of th 
world; for us he rose from the dead and 
ascended into heaven, where he ever in- 
tercedes for us; in our hearts, joined to 
him by faith, he abides forever as the in- 
dwelling Christ; over us, and over all for 
us, he rules: wherefore, unto him we ren- 
der love, obedience, and adoration as ou 
Prophet, Priest and King forever.” 

Read and Study God’s Word 
Attend Church Somewhere 
THIRTY-SIX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHES (U.S.A.) 
Invite You to Worship 


Similar advertisements appear in this 
paper from week to week, stating variou 
points of their belief. I thought you might 
be interested. 

WILLIAM WITHERSPOON. 


St. Louis. 


We Like Poetry 


To the Editors: 


Although your paper evidently does “ 


care a great deal about poetry, I am hop 
ing that you can find space for this. . .| 
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LULA MacPHERSON (Mrs. J. M.) 
GUTHRIE. 
Cameron, N. C. 
“SIR, WE WOULD SEE JESUS” 
My Friend, when you entered the pul 
today, 
Did the Master commend as you stood 
pray? 
Did you speak as He would have had yo 
to do, 
As you stood there to bring us His wo 
so true? 


For you, my Friend, are the link, you st 
Between my blessed Lord and Me; 
And we, who sit within the pew 
Are supposed to see our God through yol 


So, were you humble as thus you stood 
Teaching these people who wish to ¥ 
gzood— 
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And, as you left your pulpit today, 
Were you very certain you’d shown 
The Way? 


If He has been one of us in the pew 

Would He have liked the way He 
shown by you? 

And did we see Jesus through you toda 

As you stood to teach—to comfort 
pray? 


—LULA GUTHRIE 
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™ | Offer of Millions to 
Wake Forest Awaits 


| Meeting in Asheville 


vrs | Reynolds Foundation Will Make 


* 1. C. College One of Wealthiest 


With the prospect of full and hearty 
acceptance by North Carolina Baptists 
of the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation 
ed allf offer to endow Wake Forest College to 

upon § the extent of $10 million (and estimates 
'd ani Dave it that the sum may go as high as 
er in-f $50 million), final action awaits the 
he in-§ convention in Asheville next Novem- 


e ren ber. 

as our Primary condition of this gift of a 
’ Presbyterian family is that the college 
N be moved to Winston-Salem, center of 


the Reynolds Tobacco interests, about 
100 miles from the present Wake For- 
n this est. Wake Forest’s medical school and 
variows the Baptist Hospital are located in Win- 
ae ston-Salem already—near the center of 
oon. § North Carolina’s 600,000 Baptists. 
Inrecommending acceptance of the gift, 
the board of trustees pointed to the 
danger of having an institution, as it 
increases in financial strength, drift 
ail ‘| “from the purposes for which it was 
m hopf (Tiginally founded and become an end 
s...(in itself rather than a means of fulfill- 
M.) ing that purpose.” The trustees say, 
IRIE. “This we deem to be the greatest dan- 
ger, and against it the benefactors rep- 
1s” resented in the Z. Smith Reynolds Foun- 
e pulp (ation and the trustees of the college 

are united in solemn pledge to stand 
stood § guard.”’ 





had yo Comparative studies indicate that this 

gift will put Wake Forest easily in the 
is wor} forefront of southern colleges (univer- 
sities excluded) in the matter of finan- 
you @ cial resources. Berea College in Ken- 
Mle; tucky will be the nearest to its mark. 


Ww Only a few colleges in the nation are - 


ugh Y% more heavily endowed at the present 


1 stood time. 
sh to ¥ 





day, 


Poll on Reunion 
shown 


Results of the current poll on Pres- 
byterian reunion which is being con- 
ducted by this paper continue this 
week to maintain percentages of last 
week, as follows: 

1. I favor Presbyterian (US-USA) 
reunion as soon as practicable—37 %. 

2. I favor reunion but not while 
there is any considerable protesting 
minority—33 %. 

3. I oppose reunion—30%. 






























THEODORE F. ADAMS 
Challenges to United Effort 


Hampden-Sydney Is Promised 
$200,000 Conditional Grant 


Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia, 
now in the midst of a $500,000 cam- 
paign, has been promised $200,000 by 
the General Education Board of New 
York if the present goal is upped to 
$800,000 and if that sum is raised. 
President Edgar G. Gammon, in making 
the announcement, asserted that the 
education board’s main desire is to as- 
sist in advancing Hampden-Sidney’s ac- 
tual endowment from its present $388,- 
000 to a million dollars and to raise 
money for a new library. 


Orange Presbytery Declines 
To Ask Amnesty for all COs 


Burlington, N. C. (RNS).—Orange 
Presbytery has rejected a proposed 
overture to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, which 
would have asked amnesty for all con- 
scientious objectors jailed during the 
war. 

The petition for the overture was 
voted down on the ground that each 
case should be considered on its own 
merits by proper authorities. 


Fulltime Directors for Ga., S. C. 


Jack B. McMichael, pastor of the 
First Church, Vicksburg, Miss., will be- 
come regional director of religious edu- 
cation for the Synod of Georgia June 1. 
LeRoy P. Burney at that time will give 
his time as regional director exclusively 
to South Carolina. 


Leader of Southern 
Baptists Deplores 


Lack of Cooperation 


Adams Calls Refusal to Work 
With Others ‘‘A Tragic Thing’’ 


One of the leading men in the South- 
ern Baptist denomination recently 
sounded-off in behalf of Christian co- 
operation, deploring the lack of concern 
shown by his own church toward work 
with other bodies. Theodore F, Adams, 
pastor of the largest Baptist church in 
Virginia, the First church, Richmond, 
said, in addressing the meeting of his 
association, it is ‘‘a tragic thing’’ that 
Southern Baptists ‘‘have refused utterly 
to cooperate with the Virginia Council 
of Churches, the Federal Council of 
Churches or the World Council of 
Churches. 

“Would to God,’ Dr. Adams said, ‘‘my 
own denomination would find a way to 
cooperate with the churches of the 
world, the churches of Virginia.” 

Describing his recent visit abroad he 
told of meeting with the World Council 
of Churches at Geneva. He said he was 
invited because the council didn’t want 
the second largest denomination in the 
United States, even though it was not 
a member, to be out of touch with the 
work the world organization is doing. 

“A world is dying physically and 
spiritually,’’ he declared, ‘and do we 
think we can do it (relief work) all our- 
selves through Baptist channels? The 
Baptists of other countries are cooperat- 
ing. Southern Baptists must find some 
way to do it too! 

Three Negro Baptist denominations 
belong to the Virginia Council of 
Churches and twelve other denomina- 
tions, including every major Protestant 

church group except Southern Baptists, 
also belong. 

In advancing his views, Dr. Adams 
told the association he realized that 
many of his listeners disagreed with 
him, but, he insisted, there is no ques- 
tion of religious liberty involved; that 
the denomination can join the Virginia, 
Federal and World Councils and still 
maintain its freedom of action. 


After defeating a motion at its mid- 
winter meeting (by two votes) to over- 
ture the General Assembly to withdraw 
from the Federal Council of Churches, 
Mecklenburg Presbytery recently ap- 
proved the overture by a _ one-vote 
margin, 
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OVERTURES 


To the 86th General Assembly 





Overtures being sent to the General 
Assembly include the following: 

Snedecor Synod—‘‘The Synod of 
Missouri respectfully overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly to dissolve the Snedecor 
Memorial Synod; that the churches 
which are now in this synod be received 
into the membership of respective pres- 
byteries within whose geographical 
bounds they are located; and that the 
membership of the ministers of this 
synod be transferred to the presbyteries 
within whose geographical bounds they 
labor; this recommendation subject to 
the concurrence of the Snedecor Me- 
morial Synod.” An explanatory note 
accompanying the overture declares 
that the measures are proposed as a 
step toward “eliminating present racial 
discrimination and injustice within our 
church.” 

Marriage and Divorce—‘‘The Presby- 
tery of Wilmington respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly .. . to 
‘Provide plans for the churches to keep 
prominently displayed in their vestibules 
a supply of the pamphlet ‘‘Marriage and 
Divorce,’’ prepared by order of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of 1942, or some other 
educational pamphlet on this theme that 
the Assembly would cause to be pre- 
pared.’ ”’ 

Minister's: Retirement—‘‘The Synod 
of Florida respectfully overtures the 
General Assembly to instruct its com- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


OUTLOOK 


mittee on ministerial relief to undertake 
to supplement out of its funds sufficient 
money so that honorably retired minis- 
ters after thirty-five years of service 
may receive from the Ministers Annuity 
and Ministerial Relief a minimum of 
$75 per month.” North Mississippi 
Presbytery urges the Assembly “to make 
use of so much of the large surplus be- 
ing accumulated in the Ministerial Re- 
lief Fund as may be necessary to in- 
crease the present minimum payments 
to regular annuitants in the Ministers 
Annuity Fund from $50 per month to 
$75 per month.” 
“Mortgages on Property—‘‘The Pres- 
bytery of Suwannee overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly to instruct its Executive 
Committee of Home Missions and/or the 
Assembly’s Home Mission Advisory 
Council to immediately desist in its 
practice of requiring mortgages (by 
whatsoever name they may be called) 
when allocating Home Mission Emer- 
gency Funds; and that, where such 
mortgages have been taken, they be 
immediately cancelled, for the Presby- 
tery of Suwannee believes that such 
mortgages are in violation of our Pres- 
byterian system of government.” 
Minister and His Work—‘‘Memphis 
Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
General Assembly to abolish the Com- 
sion on the Minster and His Work.” 
Defense Service Council—Central 
Mississippi Presbytery overtures ‘‘That 
the Defense Service Council be thanked 
for its excellent war record and that 
now its work be limited to the military 
field and its appropriations reduced. 
North Mississippi is overturing the As- 
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DID YOU KNOW 


—that of the 8,171 chaplains in 
the service of Army and Navy 
(largest number on duty at one 
time), 4,280 have returned to civilian 
life? Of the total number of 8,171, 
5,655 were Protestant, 2,270 Catho. 
lic, and 246 Jewish. Of 310 one time 
Southern Presbyterian chaplains, 114 
are still in service. 








By R. L. ST. CLAIR ? 








“Shall We Say Grace?” : 
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sembly ‘‘to instruct the Defense Service 
Council to limit its ministries to men 
and women stil] in the armed forces of 
our country.” 

Yearbook—Granville Presbytery asks 
the Assembly ‘‘to authorize through its 
proper committee or committees, the 
preparation, publication and distribu. 
tion annually of a yearbook outlining 
the entire program of the church and 
its major departments and committees 
for the coming church year, with appro- 
priate information and materials for 
use in some, and indirectly all, special 
dates for denominational and for inter- 
denominational observance, to be dis- 
tributed to every pastor of a church 
within 60 days after the adjournment 
of the General Assembly.”’ 

Beacon—From the Presbytery of Mis- 
souri: “‘Being deeply conscious of the 
fact that the ministers and ruling elders 
of our church are under a solemn vow 
to study the peace and unity of the 
church no less than the purity, we can 
but view with alarm and deep concern 
the studied efforts by outsiders to en- 
gender strife and discord within our 
beloved church. We have complete con- 
fidence in the motives and sincerity of 
the ministers and elders of our church. 
It is our conviction that if we are left 
to ourselves all matters upon which we 


_ differ can be settled in a fine spirit of 


Christian love. This will not be possible 
if irresponsible groups outside our fel- 
lowship continue to stir up strife. 
Therefore, we respectfully overture the 
Assembly to protest with vigor the cir- 
cularization of her ministers and elders 
by the Christian Beacon, so as to seem 
to prejudice this court before it as 
sembles.’’ 
(Other overtures, page 16.) 


All 142 ARP Churches Pay 
Assessments in Full 


The treasurer of the Associate Re 
formed Presbyterian Church reported to 
the churches at the close of the church 
year that every one of the denomina- 
tion’s 142 churches had either paid in 
full or overpaid the apportionments 
for the year to set an all time record. 
For several years, he wrote, the budget 
has been over-paid, but in those years 
two or more churches did not pay in 
full. 
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Reports to the General Assembly 


THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST IN AMERICA 


Through the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. joins 
with twenty-four other Evangelical denominations in work 
that can be done better together than separately. These 
churches, with a combined membership of 27,749,967, are 
bound together by their common faith—as affirmed in the 
council’s constitution—in Jesus Christ as ‘‘Divine Lord 
and Savior.” The central significance of the council is 
that it enables the federated churches to manifest a unity 
of loyalty and purpose which would not be apparent to 
the nation or the world if they were unrelated and un- 
cooperative. Through the Federal Council the Protestant 
bodies—and now increasingly the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches in America—are finding a new solidarity. 

An illustration of this solidarity as it expresses itself 
locally was afforded in St. Louis on Reformation Sunday 
last fall when the largest auditorium in the city was over- 
crowded by a throng of Christian people of all branches 
of the Reformation coming together to reaffirm the great 
convictions which, in spite of minor differences, make them 
members of a single family. Such a demonstration of Prot- 
estant unity, achieved not by any pressure of authority but 
by voluntary cooperation in a democratic spirit, has been 
made possible by the development of councils of churches 
in local communitiee throughout the country. Chiefly as 
a result of the stimulus given by the Federal Council there 
are today more than 500 councils of churches in American 
cities for cooperative effort. 150 of these have developed 
to the point of having an employed staff. The service 
rendered by these councils in so many local communities 
is convincing evidence that the churches are learning to 
work together effectively. 

What our newly found solidarity means nationally was 
illustrated by the special meeting of the Federal Council 
held in Columbus, Ohio, March 5-7. 500 representatives 
of the 25 denominations formulated policies and programs 
on which they could stand together in facing problems of 
the postwar world. In five different areas—evangelism, 
ministry to returning service men and women, community 
tensions, overseas relief and world order—plans were made 
by which the churches could march toward a common 
goal. Through this combined approach the Protestant 
churches received nationwide attention in press and radio 
such as none of them could have secured alone, and were 
privileged to have the President of the United States as a 
special guest. . 

Since it is impossible in this brief report to describe 
all the work of the Federal Council we simply mention 
thirty concrete accomplishments of the past year, record- 
ing each in a single sentence, as illustrative of the range 
and significance of the council’s service. 





Evangelism and Worship 


(1) 48 one-day conferences on evangelism were held, 
preparing the way for a year of special emphasis on lay 
evangelism; (2) 15 Missions to Christian Teachers, each 
a week in duration, have stimulated Sunday schools to a 
fresh emphasis on their evangelistic opportunity; (3) 14 
Christian Missions on college and university campuses have 
brought a united appeal for Christ and the Church to stu- 
dents; (4) 16 radio programs per week over national net- 
works have proclaimed the Christian message, reaching 
large numbers who seldom go to church; (5) Worldwide 
Communion Sunday and the Universal Week of Prayer have 
had an impressive interdenominational observance; (6) Spe- 
cial periods of intercession, on such occasions as the end 
of the War and the opening of the San Francisco Confer- 
ence of the United Nations, have brought about a nationwide 
concert of prayer. 


The Christian Ministry 


(7) Through a questionnaire sent out by the General 
Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains the names of more 
than 4,000 young men in the armed forces interested in 
considering the ministry as a life work were secured and 


made available to the appropriate denominational agencies; 
(8) A new Commission on the Ministry has been established 
to coordinate the efforts of the various denominations in 
securing an adequate number of the best qualified young 
men for the ministry. 


Service to the Armed Forces 


(9) Through the General Commission on Army and Navy 
Chaplains, a special magazine, The Chaplain, has been pub- 
lished monthly and distributed free to all Protestant chap- 
lains, reaching at its peak a circulation of 10,000 copies; 
(10) Through the Service Men’s Christian League a young 
people’s magazine for the armed forces, entitled The Link, 
designed to keep the men in uniform in touch with the 
churches at home, has been published monthly, its total 
circulation during the year 1945 being 5,000,000 copies; 
(11) For the effective maintenance of Christian work among 
men in the armed forces on a permanent basis following 
the war, provision has been made for uniting the General 
Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains and the Service 
Men’s Christian League in a single organization (12) A 
Commission on the Church’s Ministry to Returning Service 
Men and Women has been created to help the churches in 
the local community in their efforts to meet the needs of 
those returning from military to civilian life; (13) A united 
approach to the Veterans’ Administration in behalf of more 
adequate chaplaincy service to the men in its institutions 
was made, with the result that a corps of well qualified 
chaplains, under a chief of chaplains, is now being ap- 
pointed; (14) Ministry to prisoners of war has been con- 
tinued, utilizing the service of three neutral pastors from 
Sweden in making provision for Christian worship and re- 
ligious service to German prisoners in this country. 


International Relations 


(15) Through the Commission on a Just and Durable 
Peace Protestant churches have made a _ nationwide 
impact upon public thinking in support of world order, and 
a steady effort for the mobilization of spiritual resources to 
undergird the United Nations has been carried on; (16) A 
delegation of three distinguished churchmen was sent to 
Germany to meet with leaders of the German Church and 
to confer with the authorities of the Amelican Army of 
Occupation in the interest of helping the German Church to 
be the strongest possible force in the builtling of the new 
yermany; (17) The first delegation of civilians to go to 
Japan for any purpose after the war was a delegation of 
four American churchmen who made a notable contribution 
to the re-establishment of contacts and fellowship with the 
Christian community in Japan. 


Overseas Relief 


(18) Through the Church Committee on Overseas Relief 
and Reconstruction the efforts of the American churches to 
raise $70,000,000 for Christian reconstruction and relief in 
Europe and in Asia have been coordinated and a united pub- 
licity for this great Protestant undertaking secured; (19) 
To help meet the desperate physical needs of both Europe 
and Asia a Department of Material Aid has been initiated. 
warehouses opened and a steady stream of clothing, shoes, 
bedding, household supplies and food has begun to flow to 
the needy in Europe, utilizing channels of the World Council 
of Churches. 


Ecumenical Service 


(20) At the request of the World Council of Churches 
the service of the General Secretary of the Federal Council 
was made available for six months in Europe in connection 
with the basic planning for the World Council and the 
preparations for its first assembly; (21) At the request of 
the World Council the Commission on a Just and Durable 
Peace has assumed the responsibility uf making all the 
arrangements for an international conference of the 
churches on world order to be held in England next Au- 
gust. 


Christian Social Education and Action 


(22) 18 interracial clinics have been held in as many 
cities, bringing together representatives of civic agencies, 
social work, labor and business, at the invitation of the 
churches, to make a self-study of their problems and to 
work for better race relations in all aspects of community 
living; (23) The Labor Sunday Message, emphasizing the 
significance of Christianity for our economic life and the 
responsibility of workers and employers to cooperate for 
the social good, was circulated in an edition of about 100,- 
000 copies; (24) Through a plan of cooperation with the 
Yale School of Alcohol Studies 50 ministers and other re- 
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ligious leaders shared in the summer session, devoted to a 
scientific approach to the problems of alcohol; (25) A pub- 
lication dealing with mixed marriages, entitled, “If I Marry 
a Roman Catholic,” met such a widespread need that three 
editions have been published, totaling 160,000 copies. 


United Study and Research 


(26) Through the Committee on Religious Liberty, main- 
tained jointly by the Federal Council and the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference of North America, a continuous study of 
religious liberty has been steadily carried on, one outcome 
of which has been the authoritative volume by M. Searle 
Bates entitled, ‘“‘Religious Liberty: Meaning and Signifi- 
cance for Our Day; (27) Information Service, published 
weekly as a means of helping ministers to understand con- 
temporary social and international problems, has had an 
encouraging gain in circulation; (28) In collaboration with 
the Home Missions Council, a plan for cooperative surveys 
and studies of community trends affecting Protestantism as 
a whole in different areas of the country has been enlarged; 
(29) A Washington Office of the Federal Council has been 
opened, serving as a “‘listening post’’ for the churches in 
connection with all developments in the national capital 
related to their interests and activities; (30) The Year- 
book of American Churches, 1945 edition, has been pub- 
lished as the one inclusive reference book giving infor- 
mation concerning all Protestant bodies, and also Roman 
Catholicism and Judaism. 


Financial Support 


The financial support provided by the constituent churches 
has shown a gratifying increase. In 1945 it totaled $235,- 
173, including $155,935 for the regular budget of the coun- 
cil and $79,238 for the supplementary wartime budget. 
This is the highest point of support by the cooperating 
churches that the council has ever reached. Of this amount 
$4,959.50 came from the Presbyterian Church in the U. S., 
including grants for special wartime services and contri- 
butions sent directly to the council by loca) churches. 

The budget for 1946 is $649,320, divided into two parts: 
(1) the regular budget for permanent work, $474,900; (2) 
a supplementary budget covering postwar reconstruction 
programs for which certain special funds are anticipated, 
$174,420. There is now a definite financial policy of secur- 
ing at least one-half of the budget from appropriations by 
the churches. 

The next biennial meeting of the council is to be held 
December 3-5, 1946. At this meeting the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. is entitled to be represented by 9 mem- 
bers, and in addition 3 members who must be laymen or 
laywomen. Official alternates in the same number may be 
designated, if desired, by authority of the General Assem- 
bly. 

G. Bromley Oxnam, President; Benjamin E. Mays, 
Vice-President; Samuel McCrea Cavert, Gen- 
eral Secretary; Roswell P. Barnes, Associate 
General; J. Quinter Miller, Secretaries. 


REPORT OF PRINCIPAL REPRESENTATIVES ON THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 


Fathers and Brethren: 

A full report to the Assembly of the actions of the Federal 
Council will be sent by the president and the general secre- 
tary (see above). We call to the attention of the Assembly 
certain items of especial interest and certain suggestions 
for action. 

How the work of our church is integrated into the work 
of the Federal Council is shown by our representation in 
the various departments, commissions and committees of 
the council which information we included in our report last 
year and is printed in the 1945 Minutes. These appoint- 
ments are for two years and will hold until the regular bien- 
nial meeting in December of this year. 

We call the attention of the Assembly to the fact that 
our denomination is giving the smallest percentage of its 
suggested quota of support for the Federal Council of any 
of the member denominations. Last year we gave only 
26%. We note with pleasure that the 1945 Assembly in- 
creased our support to the World Council. Increased sup- 
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port to the Federal Council should be seriously consid- 
ered. 

The enthusiastic support of the World Council and the 
criticisms from certain sources about the Federal Council 
are hard to reconcile. While the two Councils are distinct 
in their organization and representation, their programs and 
their support, yet there is much overlapping and cooper- 
ation. The denominations in America that are members of 
the one are usually members of the other. Some officers and 
committees serve in a joint capacity. The Federal Council 
last year sent Dr. Cavert, the general secretary, to serve 
for six months with the World Council in Geneva. 

The Federal Council and the World Council took the lead 
in integrating the various church agencies for relief and 
rehabilitation. We would urge the Assembly to give most 
serious consideration to a much larger support for overseas 
rehabilitation. Viewing the present world needs the amount 
that our church will give through the budget to War Relief 
is pitifully inadequate. 

The Washington office of the Federal Council is not an 
administrative office and in no sense a lobby. Its purpose 
is solely informational. 

In view of the many problems arising since the war ended 
which should have been faced before the regular biennial 
meeting this fall, the Executive Committee called a special 
meeting of the Council in Columbus, Ohio, in March. Some 
475 accredited delegates attended. Six members of our 
church attended, four official, two unofficial. It was prob- 
ably one of the most important and significant meetings in 
the history of the council. 

Splendid printed materials are available from the various 
departments and committees of the council which have been 
and can be used for evangelism, religious liberty, relief and 
rehabilitation, world peace, race relations, etc. We suggest 
that when such materials are used their source be acknowl- 
edged. 

The 1945 Assembly, in electing the members on the Fed- 
eral Council whose term expires in 1949, set the pattern 
which should be followed in the future. We, therefore, 
suggest that the Assembly formally adopt for future classes 
the policy that the representatives to the executive commit- 
tee and their alternates shall be principal representatives 
to the council. 

Since the class of 1951 will not be elected until the 1947 
Assembly and in the meantime there will be the regular 
biennial meeting of the council in the fall of 1946, we sug- 
gest that the moderator be instructed to name the alternate 
to the executive committee in the class of 1947 to be the 
second alternate to any principal and his alternate who 
cannot attend the next biennial session. 

(Signed) J. McDowell Richards, John M. Alex- 
ander, Principal Members of Execu- 
tive Committee. 





Summaries by the Editors 
DEFENSE SERVICE COUNCIL 


In its fifth report to the Assembly since the beginning 
of the war, the Defense Service Council calls attention to 
the curtailment of some of its work, as in areas where 
camps have closed, and in the opening of new opportuni- 
ties among veterans and their families in university centers. 

Receipts for the year totaled $129,509, including $11,693 
from the John Bulow Campbell Foundation. Disbursements 
for the year amounted to $113,917, leaving an April 5, 1946, 
balance of $76,100. Because of the transfer of this work 
to the regular percentage columns of the Assembly, the 
council points to the necessity of carrying over a larger 
balance to guard against unforeseen difficulties. 

The council reports a total of 4,725,000 still in the 
armed service in March, with approximately 50,000 young 
men going into training each month. “It would be dis- 
astrous for the church to withdraw from, or drastically cur- 
tail, this work at the present time,” it is said. 

Various duties assigned to the council continue to make 
their demands, according to the report, including: endorse- 
ment of chaplains; supplying chaplains with literature and 
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other equipment; care of chaplains’ annuity fund dues; 
relocation of chaplains upon their return to civilian duties, 
including financial assistance to some chaplains who are 
taking refresher courses; a chaplains’ forum at Montreat 
in August. 

In its service of local churches the council outlines its 
work as providing devotional booklets for young men going 
away, helps in the process of demobilization, care and con- 
tacts with church members in hospitals in this country. 

Churches near camps and naval bases, the report declares, 
continue to make their demands, though some have been 
discontinued. Needs in these areas have brought a reduc- 
tion in appropriations amounting to approximately one-third 
previous amounts. 

The council’s work in cooperation has required sharing 
expenses in some overlapping areas; it has included work 
with the General Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains, 
and with the Service Men’s Christian League—the commis- 
sion and the league are expected to be consolidated. 

New opportunities have presented themselves in connec- 
tion with the large number of veterans in university cen- 
ters and returning chaplains are being sought for the work. 
Funds needed for this new work, the council says, amount 
to as much as, or more than, that appropriated in camp 
areas which have been closed. 

The report outlines the work of chaplains in the Veterans’ 
Administration, forecasting a need of more than 500 chap- 
lains in this branch. Twenty Southern Presbyterian chap- 
lains have been endorsed for the VA, six having been ap- 
pointed at the time the report was written. With a num- 
ber of VA hospitals situated in the South, churches nearby 
will have added opportunities and responsibilities. 

The council is seeking the aid of local churches in col- 
lecting the names and record of service of members of the 
churches who were in the armed forces for a permanent 
record at the Historical Foundation in Montreat. 

As for its future, the report declares, ‘‘The council feels 
that a full program should be continued for at least one 
year, and probably longer. The size of the regular army 
and navy, the continuation of selective service, the number 
of veterans in university centers, the location of permanent 
camps and Veterans’ Administration hospitals, will be fac- 
tors in determining the future work of the council.” 

The Assembly is asked to direct its Stewardship Commit- 
tee ‘‘to assign the council a sufficient percentage of benevo- 
lences to adequately provide for work during the next 
ehurch year.” 


SABBATH OBSERVANCE 


An article entitled, ‘‘Observance of the Sabbath,” taken 
from the sixth of the McGuffey Readers, forms the major 
portion of the report of the Assembly’s permanent com- 
mittee on the Sabbath. The article begins: ‘‘The Sabbath 
lies at the foundation of all true morality. Morality flows 
from principle. Let the principles of moral obligation be- 
come relaxed, and the practice of morality will not long 
survive the overthrow. ... .”’ 

The committee says, ‘‘We summon all Christians, minis- 
ters, officers and members of the church—men, women and 
young people—to abandon the compromising, defeatist atti- 
tude in respect to a Scriptural observance of the Sabbath, 
and surrender not the church’s historic position, or lower 
its standard in reference to the proper observance of the 
day.” 

In a call to the Assembly, the committee declares, ‘‘The 
weekly Sabbath must be saved. The responsibility for 
saving it rests, by divine command, upon the individual, the 
family, the church and the state. A united front of these 
agencies can, under the blessing of God, save the day. 

S. C. Byrd, Winnsboro, S. C., is chairman of the com- 
mittee. 


COMMITTEE ON RADIO 


An expansion of ‘“‘The Presbyterian Hour’ on the air 
from twelve stations in the eastern zone to an Assembly- 
wide network of 39 stations in one year is reported to the 
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forthcoming Assembly by the permanent committee on radio. 
This achievement, the report says, is two years ahead of 
its fondest hopes. 

Through a cooperative arrangement with Baptists and 
Methodists, in forming the Southern Religious Radio Con- 
ference, it has been possible to expand the church’s radio 
program to these present limits. When the present series 
is concluded on Sunday, May 26, the next series of Pres- 
byterian broadcasts will be offered next October through 
December. The southern conference, the report declares, 
is open to other evangelical denominations, and when the 
demand is sufficient efforts will be made to arrange a second 
independent network. 

The committee looks upon recorded programs as particu- 
larly effective since the large number of small stations can 
be reached by this means. A new series of eight 15-minute 
programs on “Christian Relations” has been made by Stuart 
R. Oglesby, of Atlanta, and is now ready for distribution 
by the committee. 

Outlining the increasing opportunities which the church 
faces in radio, the committee declares it impossible for its 
work to be continued on the present basis. It says, ‘‘Ade- 
quate provision for a director, officé, equipment and staff 
must be made if we are to continue in this field.”” It em- 
phasizes what it stressed last year, that $50,000 is needed 
to carry on the work as it should be carried on and as 
other denominations are doing. Immediate provision, the 
committee says, should be made for the raising of $50,000 
for 1946-47 and for permanent financing of a like amount 
annually thereafter. It asks that present permission be ex- 
tended, enabling the committee, in cooperation with the 
church’s department of men’s work, to secure sponsors’ 
pledges to meet the needs; beginning in 1947-48, radio 
should be put in the budget of Assembly’s askings for three 
per cent in order to yield, without special appeals, the 
sum of $50,000. 

The radio committee asks for an enlargement of its mem- 
bership, giving representation to the different areas of 
the church; it urges that the radio committee appointed 
by the Assembly elect, at the earliest possible date, a direc- 
tor of radio, providing necessary office and other equipment 
for the work. 


COOPERATION AND UNION 


The Assembly’s committee on Cooperation and Union re- 
ports that its drafting committee has been working dili- 
gently with a similar committee from the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, on the Proposed Plan for Reunion between 
the two churches. Many valuable suggestions relative to 
this work have been received, in the light of which a large 
number of changes, some of them basic, have been made in 
the proposed plan. 

Dunbar H. Ogden, the committee chairman, in his an- 
nual report, declares: ‘‘We had hoped to present to this 1946 
General Assembly the completed plan. However, the Joint 
Drafting Committee (USA and US) has not found it prac- 
ticable to finish the work of revision in time for presenta- 
tion of the revised and completed plan at this time. We 
quote their action as follows: ‘That it is the sense of this 
Joint Drafting Committee that it will not be practicable to 
complete and present the final plan of reunion to our forth- 
coming General Assemblies in May, 1946.’ ”’ 

Says Dr. Ogden for the committee: ‘‘We shall put forth 
our best endeavors to present the revised and completed 
plan to the 1947 General Assembly and feel quite sure 
that we shall be able to do so. At this time we report 
encouraging progress.” 


THE MINISTER AND HIS WORK 


This permanent committee, of which Felix B. Gear, Mem- 
phis, Tenn., is now chairman, was confronted with three 
Assembly-referred overtures regarding the handling of non- 
resident members. The committee finds that the present 
Book of Church Order cares for the need in most cases, 
or considers the suggestions offered as too involved. It 
urges that the Assembly’s committee on evangelism be 
asked to make a thorough study and to offer recommenda- 
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tions as to the best ways of handling ‘‘non-resident, retired, 
inactive and lost church members.”’ 

Sabbatical Leave—The committee is recommending that 
the Assembly approve the resolution of Elder M. Ray 
Doubles, offered last year, commending to the churches the 
desirability of granting ‘‘short sabbatical leaves of absence 
periodically to their pastors to afford such pastors oppor- 
tunity for physical recuperation and mental refresher 
activity.” 

Supervisory Plan—<Asking that the plan be referred to 
committees of synods and commissions of presbyteries on 
the Minister and His Work, for study, criticism and sug- 
gestion, with replies to be in by January 1, 1947, the per- 
manent committee is proposing a committee, with repre- 
sentatives of the synods, to ‘‘promote throughout the whole 
church better methods of pastoral placement, and to aid 
synods’ committees and presbyteries’ commissions in their 
work.” It 1s recommended that a director or superin- 
tendent be named to give his full time to “the ministry of 
personnel throughout the Assembly,’’ financed by the con- 
tingent funds of the Assembly and working with regional 
directors or co-ordinators from six area groupings of the 
church. Regional directors would be expected to give full 
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time to facilitating pastoral changes between presbyteries 
and synods, working with the Assembly’s director, and 
under the supervision of a regional advisory council com- 
posed of presbytery representatives. 

Term Service—With such a facility as the supervisory 
plan for assisting in the exchange of pastorates, the com- 
mittee then proposes an amendment to the Book of Church 
Order (for study by synod and presbytery commissions be- 
tween now and next January) providing for term pastorates 
for five years’ duration, subject to renewal at the end of five 
years, under the customary direction of the presbytery. 
Under the proposed plan, pastorates would terminate Sep- 
tember 1, after continuance or release of pastors had been 
determined by the previous March 31. The plan provides: 
‘To insure that no church shall be without pastoral service 
and no minister without a charge, under the term plan of 
service, each regional council shall be empowered and 
directed to facilitate all necessary changes and adjustments 
of pastoral location in each region, working with and 
through the commission on the minister and his work in the 
presbyteries. These changes shall be made in July each 
year preceding the termination period, September 1.” 


An Elder Speaks His Mind 


T LEAST ONE commissioner to last year’s General As- 
sembly spoke his mind freely when he reported to his 
presbytery. Reactions of men who attend this high 

court for the first time are always interesting and, in some 
cases, giving a fresh and different point of view, can be 
very profitable. (Suggestions of many commissioners rela- 
tive to the actions and conduct of the 1945 Assembly were 
published in these columns last June 25.) 

Dean M. Ray Doubles, of the T. C. Williams School of 
Law of the University of Richmond, returned to East Han- 
over Presbytery last fall with a carefully prepared report, 
which his presbytery regarded so highly as to print in its 
minutes in full—taking up almost eleven pages of type. 
Some parts of this report, giving reactions to the affairs and 
conduct of the Assembly, will be of interest to others in 
the church. 

Said Dean Doubles: 

- It is extremely unfortunate that most commis- 
sioners have to vote in the dark. Coming at the opening 
session, as the election [of the moderator] does, voting is 
mere guesswork on the part of the majority of the commis- 
sioners. Why should not the nominations for moderator 
be made on Thursday, the opening day of the Assembly, 
with the election held on Saturday or Monday? Nothing 
of importance is accomplished by the Assembly proper dur- 
ing that interval anyway, the time being consumed by meet- 
ings of the standing committees. It is no objection that 
this would lend itself to politics because there is an 
abundance of politics going on over every conceivable topic 
anyway, what with every church agency seeking an increase 
in its financial budget, and this and that overture seeking 
support. 

“Friday Morning: The moderator named the chairmen 
of the twenty-one standing committees of the Assembly, 
nineteen of these chairmen being ministers, two (Judicial 
Business; and Finance, Budget, and Rules) being elders. 
In the opinion of your commissioner this ratio of division 
of responsibility in the work of our church courts is one of 
the best ways to dampen the enthusiasm of elders and other 


church officers and lay workers that could be devised. Even 
though representation at church courts is evenly divided be- 
tween ministers and elders, if the ministers want to run the 
whole show, elders, I am sure, are not going to interfere; 
but if the earnest assistance of laymen is really desired, 
an intelligent sharing of the responsibility for the work 
is to be desired. 


“A thirty-minute recess was declared in order that the 
personnel of Assembly’s+standing committees might be se- 
lected. This process consists in each of ten sections of the As- 
sembly holding a meeting (there being from six to ten pres- 
byteries assigned to a section.) A chairman for each sec- 
tion was designated by the moderator, the majority, if not 
all, of these chairmen being ministers. Each section selects, 
in whatever manner it chooses, one minister and one elder, 
to serve on each of the twenty-one standing committees. 
If you want to serve on a particular committee the thing 
to do is announce it publicly, otherwise the chances are 
you will be assigned, appointed, or elected, as the case 
might be, to a committee where you are least qualified to 
serve. The whole routine fails to make good sense, but 
it is highly democratic in an unguided sort of way. Why 
should not each commissioner-elect be required to mail in 
to the stated clerk a month ahead of time a filled-in ques- 
tionnaire indicating his church interests so that he could be 
assigned to a committee ahead of time and notified of his 
appointment before he comes to the Assembly? 

“The Assembly then reconvened to receive the reports of 
the Assembly’s permanent committees and other depart- 
ments of work, and to refer these to the appropriate stand- 
ing committee. Although each permanent committee pre- 
sents an elaborate printed report, about five hours of valu- 
able time of the Assembly is killed while each committee 
in turn distributes these to the commissioners and then 
each secretary makes a speech. This procedure is utterly 
asinine. Why should not these printed reports be mailed to 
the commissioners-elect ahead of time, together with the 
aforementioned notice of standing committee appointment, 
so that each commissioner could study the materials ahead 
of time, particularly the report of the permanent committee 
which is to be referred to the standing committee of which 
he is to be a member? It is true that each commissioner- 
elect receives a ‘‘Blue Book”’ ahead of time, in which a digest 
of these reports and other valuable pre-Assembly infor- 
mation appears, but it alone is inadequate for intelligent 
preparation to discharge the important work of a commis- 
sioner to the General Assembly, whose program is crowded 
into four work days. a 

EDITORS’ NOTE—-As a step toward overcoming this lat- 
ter difficulty, THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, beginning 
early in April, carries rather full reports and interpretations 
of issues which are to confront the Assembly, so that com- 
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missioners and the church-at-large can be prepared. Last 
year one minister who did not go to the Assembly wrote: 
“Congratulations upon the swell job in preparing for and 
reporting the Assembly. Your editorial duty, as I 
see it, has been performed superbly!’’ Another who was a 
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commissioner wrote: ‘‘The Assembly could ‘have settled 
the unpleasant matter of the report of (one item that took 
hours of debate) in 15 minutes if every commissioner had 
read THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK.” Nevertheless, the 
criticism which Dean Doubles makes is a serious one. , 


‘‘An Appeal to Our Church to Establish 


a Department of Christian Relations” 
By 270 LAYMEN AND MINISTERS 


Church in the United States that the power of the 

Church is exclusively spiritual, that the provinces of 
Church and State are perfectly distinct, and the one has no 
right to usurp the jurisdiction of the other. To this his- 
toric position of our church we give our unqualified assent. 


[ IS THE HISTORIC POSITION of the Presbyterian 


“We believe, however, that the Church in fulfillment of 
its spiritual function must interpret and present Christ’s 
ideal for the individual and for society, must warn men of 
the presence of sin and of its effects in individual life and 
in the social life, must offer Christ to the individual and to 
society as the only revealer of God and the only redeemer 
of mankind, must seek with the spiritual weapons at its 
disposal to establish his Lordship in the hearts of all men 
and over every area of life. 


“To this task we are summoned by apostles and prophets 
and by the Master himself. Nothing less than this, we are 
convinced, is included in his teaching, in his acts, and in 
his last great commission to the Church—‘Go ye into all 
the world and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you.’ ”’ 


This is the declaration of the General Assembly, adopted 
in 1935, as a part of the first report presented to it by its 
newly elected committee on Moral and Social Welfare. The 
same General Assembly instructed its committee: 


1. To secure and present to the General Assembly data 
regarding moral and social problems that affect the progress 
of God’s Kingdom, especially within the bounds of our own 
church. 

2. To recommend to the General Assembly resolutions or 
other appropriate action in regard to such problems. 

3. To arrange and recommend to the General Assembly 
programs and studies relating to such problems. 

4. To make investigations or to bring in reports or to ac- 
complish tasks within its special field, as ordered by the 
General Assembly. 

5. In such cases of special need as arise during the in- 
terregnum of the General Assembly to place in the hands 
of the moderator material which he may use in messages 
intended to call the attention of the church to pressing 
moral and social problems that affect the progress of God’s 
Kingdom, especially within the bounds of our church.” 


Each year the committee has issued reports which the 
General Assembly has endorsed, but there its efforts have 
ceased. Individuals and groups and even agencies have 
turned increasingly to it for help, which it does not have 
time or resources to provide. The Assembly has laid upon 
the committee additional responsibilities which it cannot 
adequately discharge. The last General Assembly, for ex- 
ample: 


(1) instructed the committee to study and report on the 
laws of our church regarding divorce; 

(2) empowered the committee to act and speak in its 
own name as a Committee on Christian Peace; 

(3) recommended that the Planning Committee place in 





EDITORS’ NOTE—Specific recommendations having to do 
with the establishment of a Department of Christian Rela- 
tions were published in these columns April 22. It is not 
too late for others who may wish to join in this Appeal by 
sending their names on a postal card at once to the editors 
of this paper. 


the church calendar, if possible, a study period of one 
month in the general field of Christian relations; 

(4) authorized a pre-Assembly meeting in 1946 on the 
general theme of Christian relations, under the direction 
of the Permanent Committee on Moral and Social Welfare, 
urging that similar meetings under the direction of the 
corresponding synods’ committees be commended to the 
synods. 


An annual report, prepared by ministers and laymen 
who are busily engaged in a multitude of other duties, how- 
ever devoted and however able they may be, does not offer 
our church the guidance it requires. 


Plan to Be Presented 


Recognizing this fact, the last General Assembly in- 
structed the Committee on Social and Moral Welfare to for- 
mulate a practical plan for setting up a Department of 
Christian Relations and to report to the Assembly of 1946. 
This department, it is presumed, will take the place, or be 
an enlargement of, the present Committee on Social and 
Moral Welfare. 

In our estimation, the erection of such a department, 
with a fulltime executive secretary, is the logical next step 
for the Presbyterian Church in the United States, and a 
necessary one if our church is to meet the challenge of the 
times. 

The church must have at its disposal all available infor- 
mation regarding pressing moral issues; this information 
should be instantly availably to individuals (ministers and 
laymen), to organizations, and to executive agencies within 
the church. Studies should be prepared. Place should be 
made for consideration of moral issues in our church’s 
program. Concern for Christian relations should be mani- 
fest within the entire life of the church. There is a cry- 
ing need for some agency within the church which in times 
of crisis, when immediate action is required, is prepared 
to reflect the church’s interest, to speak in Christ’s name, 
before the opportunity has passed. 

Qur church was the only major denomination in the 
United States which did not have a crusade for World 
Order wrought into its total church program. There was no 
agency in our church prepared to conduct such a crusade, 
and no place for such an effort in our official program. As Dr. 
C. L. King, recent moderator of the General Assembly, has 
said, ‘‘There is scarcely a large denomination in our midst 
that has not surpassed us in aiding its people to Christian 
attitudes concerning world problems.” 


Need Will Be Greater 


The need for a Department of Christian Relations will 
be even greater in the years which lie ahead. The end of 
the war has not brought the guarantee of either peace or 
security. The new age of atomic energy has brought a 
threat to civilization, to the continued existence of human 
life upon this planet, that cannot be ignored. After every 
great war, there is a moral lapse. Hatred and bitterness, 
sensuality and self-seeking corrode the spirits of men; fam- 
ily life deteriorates; shortsightedness and corruption, am- 
bition and avarice abound in high places. In such times 
the Church must be prepared to mobilize all its resources 
in winning men to Christ, in building Christian character, 
in strengthening Christian homes, in purifying society with 
the ideals of Jesus Christ. In the establishment of world 
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order we have come to see that the Church has a tremen- 
dous responsibility. To meet this opportunity and to ful- 
fill this responsibility we need a well rounded organiza- 
tion and a well rounded program. A Department of Chris- 
tian Relations, as other denominations have discovered and 
as our own experience indicates, is a vital link in this or- 
ganization and is essential for the development of such a 
program. 

We appeal, therefore, to the 1946 General Assembly to 
establish without further delay a Department of Christian 
Relations, with a fulltime executive secretary. We invite 
ministers and laymen throughout the church to join us 
in this appeal. 


SIGNED: 


ALABAMA 


Laymen: It, LISTON CROW, Treasurer, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Jacksonville; D. H. EDINGTON, Judge, 13th Circuit Court 
of Appeals, Mobile; JOHN B. NISBET Insurance and Real 
Estate, Jacksonville. 


Ministers: JAMES DOOM, Jacksonville; GEORGE LANG, Pro- 
fessor, University of Alabama; ANSLEY C. MOORE, Govt. Street 
Church, Mobile 


APPALACHIA 


Ministers: FRANCIS J. BROOKE, Jr., Abingdon, Va.; ROBERT 
F, CAMPBELL, Pastor Emeritus, First Church, Asheville; Mod- 
erator of the 1927 General Assembly; C. GRIER DAVIS, First 
Church, Asheville; JAMES SPRUNT, Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 


ARKANSAS 


Laymen: WILL G. AKERS, Little Rock; MRS. C. B. GARDNER, 
Auxiliary President, Helena; E. D. RHODES, Elder, Helena; 
WM. H. WILLIAMS, Insurance, Little Rock, 


Ministers: WM. B. OGLESBY, Jr., Helena; JAMES OVER- 
HOLSER, Texarkana; CLAUDE D. WARDL: AW, Central Church, 
Little Rock. 


FLORIDA 
Laymen: CHARLES H. TEETER, Elder, Clearwater. 


Ministers: MARSHALL C. DENDY, First Church, Orlando; 
ROBERT EXCELL FRY, Hollywood; U. S. GORDON, First 
Church, Gainesville; D. P. MecGEACHY, Sr., Clearwater; F. W. 
WIDMER, University Pastor, Gainesville. 


GEORGIA 


Laymen: WADE P. HUIJIE, Jr., Student Body President, Co- 
lumbia Seminary, Decatur; PHILIP WELTNER, President, 
Oglethorpe University, Atlanta. 


Ministers: GEORGE C. BELLINGRATH, President, Rabun 
Gap-Nacoochee School; SAMUEL A. CARTLEDGE, Professor, 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur; PAUL LESLIE GARBER, Profes- 
sor, Agnes Scott College, Decatur; WM. V. GARDNER, First 
Church, Atlanta: EDGAR D. KERR, Professor, Columbia Sem!t- 
nary, Decatur; JOHN S. McMULLEN, Milledgeville. 

KENTUCKY 

Laymen: ERNEST N. FERGUS, Professor, University of Ken- 
tucky, Lexington; Mrs. EF. F. HORINE, Louisville; MR. and 
MRS. ROBERT H. JOHNSTON, Jr., Louisville; JOHN F. TODD, 
Elder, Lexington; J. FARRA V AN METER, M. D., Lexington. 


Ministers: W. A. BENFIELD, Jr., Vice-President, Louisville 
Seminary: FRANK H. CALDWELL, President, Louisville Semi- 
nary; HARRY G. GOODYKOONTZ, Director of Student Work, 
Presbyterian Church, US, Louisville: TEUNIS E. GOUWENS, 
Second Church,. Louisville; ROBT. J. McMULLEN, President, 
Centre College, Danville; CHAS. H. PRATT, Professor, Louis- 
ville Seminary; DAVID B. WALTHALL, Regional Director of 
Rengvous Education for Kentucky and West Virginia, Lexing- 
ton. 


LOUISIANA 


Laymen: L. J. BASS, Retired Lumberman, Lake Charles; J. 
H. BATt BOUR, Merchant, Lake Charles; L. J. DARTER, Assis- 
tant to the Minister, St. Charles Avenue Church, New Orleans; 
J. W. EVANS, Accountant, Ruston; C. S. FOSTER, Engineer, 
Monroe: B. W. FREELAND, Banker, Crowley; JENNIE OGIL- 
VIE, DRE, Canal Street Church, New Orleans; ALFRED E. 
ROBERTS, Insurance and Real Estate, Lake Charles: HENRY 
S. SCHROEDER, Professor, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, 
Ruston; L. R. SIMPSON, Safety Director, Monroe: EDWIN W. 
STOCK, Purchasing Agent, New Orleans; W. J. TESELLE, Re- 
tired Businessman, Moderator of the Synod of Louisiana, New 
Orleans; L. A. WILLIAMS, Insurance, Crowley. 


Ministers: W. A. ALEXANDER, First Church, Shreveport; 
JAMES R. BULLOCK, Canal Street Church, New Orleans; 
THOMAS M. PDAVIS, Ruston; WARNER DUBOSE, Jr., Third 
Church, New Orleans; ERNEST 0. HOLLOWAY, Monroe; JOHN 
8S. LAND, St. Charles Avenue Church, New Orleans: W. L. 
McLEOD, Lake Charles: J. MALCOLM MURCHISON, Crowley: 
DUNBAR H. OGDEN, Napoleon Avenue Church, New Orleans. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Laymen: J. F. BARBOUR, Bank President, Yazoo City: T. 
H. CAMPBELL, Prosecuting Attorney, Yazoo Citv: H. S. JOHN- 
SON, Agricultural Extension Service, State College; EWELL 
B. MARTIN, Insurance, McComb; T. E. VEITCH, Salesman, 
Starkville. 


Ministers: TOM B. ANDERSON, McComb; E. G. BOYCE, Prest- 
dent, French Camp Academy, French Camp; R. F. SLOOP, 
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Starkville; A. W. WHITAKER, Jr., Itta Bena; ROBT. S. WOOD- 
SON, Yazoo City. 


MISSOURI 


Laymen: MR. and MRS, L. C. DAHL, Faculty, Fulton; pose. 
F. DAVIDSON, Professor, Stephens College, Columbia; ELM 
A. McKAY, Public School System, Columbia; FRANC L Mee 
CLUER, President, Westminster College, Fulton. 


Ministers: B. F. HALL, Central Church, St. Louis; BERNARD 
A. McILHANY, Cape Girardeau; CHARLES PRATT, Columbia; 
HERBERT H. WATSON, Midland Church, St, Louis. 


OKLAHOMA 
Layman: JACK H. SMITH, Attorney, Madill. 


nr ROY R. CRAIG, Idabel; RAYMOND B. SPIVEY, 
Madill. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Laymen: A. H. BRADY, Attorney, Chadbourn; D. M. BROWN, 
U. S. Govt. Official, Durham; VICTOR S. BRYANT, Attorney, 
Durham; E. L. DERRICK, School Principal, Chadbourn; MRS. 
HAROLD J. DUDLEY, Wilson; GEORGE R. EDWARDS, Whole- 
sale Grocer, Rocky Mount; MRS. R. O. EVERETT, Attorney, 
Durham; W. D. FLACK, Cabinet Maker, Rutherfordton (Signed 
for the Session); MRS, E. C. HEINS, Jr., Sanford; Past Presi- 
dent, N. C. Synodical Auxiliary; T. T. JONES, M. D., Durham; 
E. C. LINDSEY, Tobacconist, Rocky Mount; H. S, LOY, Mer- 
chant, Roanoke Rapids; E B. MANNING, Cotton Manufacturer, 
Roanoke Rapids; J. R. MARKS, Truck and Tractor Co., White- 
ville; KATE McCHESNEY, DRE, Wilson; ALINE McKENZIE, 
Religious Education Instructor, Chapel Hill; G. W. MERRITT, 
Salesman, Shelby; O. L. OWEN, Engineer, Whiteville; CARL 
E. RANKIN, Educator, Morganton; ROBT. S. RANKIN, Pro- 
fessor, Duke University, Durham; MRS. R. V. C. RITCHIE, 
Elkin; CHAS. G. ROSE, Attorney, Fayetteville; Moderator of 
the 1942 General Assembly; HENRY LOUIS SMITH, Greens- 
boro; President Emeritus, Washington and Lee University; 
A. P. THORPE, Jr., Leaf Tobacconist, Rocky Mount; DAVID 
P. WHITE, Insurance, Shelby; W. H. SULLIVAN, Former Mayor 
of Greensboro, Elder, Church of the Covenant. 


Ministers: J. M. ALEXANDER, First Church, Fayetteville; 
ERNEST J. ARNOLD, Executive Secretary, N. C. Council of 
Churches, Durham; HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President, Queens 
College, Charlotte; WALTER L. BROWN, Shelby; HERBERT 
V. CARSON, Sanford; DWIGHT M. CHALMERS, ane o> 
Durham; JOSEPH B. CLOWER, Jr., Morganton; ATT 
COOPER, North Wilkesboro; J. R. CUNNINGHAM, President 
Davidson College; HAROLD J. DUDLEY Wilson; JOS. 
GARRISON, Church of the Covenant, Greensboro; S. HOWIE, 
Highland Church, Fayetteville; NORMAN JOHNSON, Rocky 
Mount; J. R. KENNEDY, Whiteville; WALTER L. LINGLE, 
President Emeritus, Davidson College: Moderator of the 1926 
General Assembly; THOS. W. MacLBAN, Avondale Church, 
Charlotte; H. A. McBATH, Eagle Springs; WM. D. McINNIS, 
Henderson; JOHN H. McKINNON, First Church, Concord; BEN 
F. ORMAND, Chadbourn; JOHN A. REDHEAD, JZJr., First 
Church, Greensboro: Moderator of the Synod oe N C.; KELSEY 
REGEN, First Church, Durham; R. V. C. TCHIE, Elkin; 
HOLMES ROLSTON, West Avenue Church, Charlotte: DAVID 
H. SCANLON, Pastor Emeritus, First Church, Durham; J. M. 
WALKER, Jr., Roanoke Rapids; ROY E. WATTS, Albemarle; 
W. A. WILKERSON, Rutherfordton; E. D. WITHERSPOON, St. 
Andrews-Covenant Church, Wilmington. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Laymen: DONALD C. AGNEW, President, Coker College, 
Hartsville; A. Y. CARTWRIGHT, Jr., Auto Supplies, York; O. 
H. DOYLE, U. S. District Attorney, Anderson; CHESTER 
FRANCIS, Y. M. C. A. Secretary, Rock Hill; R. L. GAMBLE, 
Commissioner of Labor for S. C., Anderson; BOTHWELL 
GRAHAM, Professor, Newberry College; T. B. JACKSON, Tex- 
tile Manufacturer, Rock Hill; JOHN H. MARTIN, Oil Co., 
Hartsville; HALL T. McGEE, Vice-President, The News and 
Courier Co., Charleston; D. W. A. NEVILLE, Elder, Aveleigh 
Church, Newberry. 


Ministers: FRANK P. ANDERSON, Second Church, Charles- 
ton; JAMES APPLEBY, First Church, Anderson; VAN M. AR- 
NOLD, Seneca; W. H. BOWMAN, Clover; MALCOLM P. CAL- 
HOUN, York: C. A. CALCOTE, Newberry; a ae LONG, 
Greenwood, now on the staff at Banner E ix, NW. C.: ey 
G. PHIFER, Oakland Avenue Church, Rock Hill; ELLISON A. 
SMYTH, Hartsville. 


TENNESSEE 


Laymen: D. M. AMACKER, Professor, Southwestern in Mem- 
phis; A. L. BOZEMAN, Assistant Treasurer, Phillips & But- 
torff Mfg. Co., Nashville; O. C. CARMICHAEL, Former Chan- 
cellor, Vanderbilt University, now President, the Carnegie 
Foundation, New York: H. W. LINDAHL, Sales Manager, Nash- 
ville Chair Co.: MOORE MOORE, M. D., Memphis; Pera N. 
RHODES, Professor, Southwestern, Memphis; R. W. JOHNSON, 
Regional Manager, Franklin Life Insurance Co., ba = 


Ministers: ROY L. DAVIS, Secretary of wg Relations, 
Southwestern, Memphis; CHARLES E. EHL, President, 
Southwestern, Memphis, Moderator of the 1941 General Assem- 
bly; RICHARD T. GILLESPIE, Candidate Secretary of Foreign 
Missions, Nashville; JOHN H. LETTH, Second Church, Nashville; 
J. HERNDON McCAIN, Murfreesboro. 


TEXAS 


Laymen: ALBERT BARNETT, Professor, Texas Technologi- 
cal College, Lubbock; D. A. COWAN, Printing, Ft. Worth; J. 
M. GORDON, Dean Emeritus, Texas Technological Coleg. Lub- 
bock: R. R. HENRY, City Commissioner, Corpus Christi; H. C. 
KILPATRICK, Executive Secretary, San Antonio Council of 
Churches; MRS. L. C. MAJORS, DRE, First Church, Ft. Worth; 
HW. P. MOORE, Internal Revenue Agent, U. S. Treasury, Ft. 
Worth: GLENN L. MOLLER, Attorney, National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, Ft. Worth: R. 8. SPRINGALL, Banker, San An- 
tonio; MRS. F. H. UNDERWOOD, Corpus Christi. 


Ministers: ARTHUR V. BOAND, Beacon Hill Church, San An- 
tonio; THOMAS W. CURRIE, Jr., Ridglea Church, Ft. Worth; 
P. W. DELOTEUS, Houston; GEORGE WEST DIEHL, First 
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Church, Corpus Christi; B. W. DOWNING, Graham; W. B. 
GUERRANT, President, Austin College, Sherman; S. C. GUTH- 
RIE, Kilgore, Moderator of the Synod of Texas; JAMES F. 
HARDIE, Broadway Church, Ft. Worth; ROBT. F. JONES, First 
Church, Ft. Worth; R. MATTHEW LYNN, Minister of Educa- 
tion, First Church, Houston; MICHAEL MAR YOSIP, Temple; 
JAMES L. McCORD, Dean, Austin Seminary; DAVID L. STITT, 
President, Austin Seminary. 


VIRGINIA 


Laymen: D. MAURICE ALLAN, Professor, Hampden-Sydney 
College; L. O. BARKSDALE, Furniture, Waynesboro; WYND- 
HAM D. BLANTON, M. D., Richmond; HENRY M. BRIMM, Li-~ 
prarian, Union Seminary; J. L. BLAIR BUCK, Director of 
Teacher Training, State Board of Education, Richmond; MRS. 
B. P. CARDOZO, Richmond; BRYAN CARVER, Commonwealth 
Attorney, Hot Springs; FRANK D. DANIEL, M., D., Charlottes- 
ville; M. RAY DOUBLES, Dean, T. C. Williams School of Law, 
University of Richmond; MARTHA S§. (Mrs. T. H.) GRAFTON, 
Acting President, Mary Baldwin College, Staunton; T. ALEX 
GRANT, Merchant, Staunton; FRANK H. FULLER, Bureau 
Chief for the Associated Press of Virginia, Richmond; W. T. 
HASSELL, Office Supplies; President, The Men of the Synod 
of Virginia, Staunton; RACHEL HENDERLITE, Professor, As- 
sembly’s Training School, Richmond; MRS. ALEXANDER 
MAITLAND, Richmond; ELEANOR C. (Mrs. D. G.) MILLER, 
Richmond; SIDNEY S. NEGUS, Professor, Medical College of 
Virginia; S. J. PATTERSON, Jr., Director of Men’s Work, 
Presbyterian Church, US, Richmond; ROBERT L. PERSIN- 
GER, Certified Public Accountant, Covington; R. S. ROADCAP, 
Manager, Virginia Electric & Power Co., Covington; WEB- 
STER S. RHOADS, Jr., President, Miller and Rhoads, Rich- 
mond; VIRGINIA Mcli. (Mrs. Donald W.) RICHARDSON, Presi- 
dent of the Synodical Auxiliary of Virginia, Richmond; T. G. 
RUSSELL, Commandant, Staunton Military Academy; JOHN 
B. WOODWORTH, Veterinarian, Clerk of Session, Waynesboro; 
FLORENCE YOUNG, Superintendent of Presbyterian City Mis- 
sions, Richmond. 


Ministers: JOHN BRIGHT, Professor, Union Seminary; AU- 
BREY N. BROWN, Editor, The Presbyterian Outlook, Kich- 
mond; D. MAC BROWN, Altavista; W. L. CARSON, First 
Church, Richmond; CLAYTON C. CRAWFORD, Forest Hill 
Church, Richmond; DONALD L. ERWIN, Northminster Church, 
Roanoke; C. NEWMAN FAULCONER, Waynesboro; JOHN H. 
FISCHBACH, Westminster Church, Charlottesville; JOHN H. 
GREY, Jr., Charlottesville Church; D. F. HELM, Hot Springs; 
Cc. J. HOLLANDSWORTH, Covington; CLIFF R. JOHNSON, 
Westminster Church, Alexandria; ROBT. WHITE KIRK- 
PATRICK, Westminster Church, Richmond; HENRY W. MACK, 
Dean, Assembly’s Training School, Richmond; JOHN A. Mac- 
LEAN, Ginter Park Church, Richmond; J. H. MARION, Jr., 
Grace Covenant Church, Richmond; R. E. McALPINE, Retired 
Missionary to Japan, Roanoke; DONALD G. MILLER, Profes- 
sor, Union Seminary; J. J. MURRAY, Moderator of the Synod 
of Virginia, Lexington; M. J. MURRAY, Buena Vista; C. ELLIS 
NELSON, Director of Young People’s Work, Presbyterian 
Church, US, Richmond; DUNBAR H. OGDEN, Jr., First Church, 
Staunton; Z V. ROBIERSON, Raleigh Court Church, Roanoke; 
ELWIN H. ROBERTS, Vernon Hill; JOHN K. ROBERTS, First 
Church, Danville: JOHN NEWTON THOMAS, Professor, Union 
Seminary; ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON, Professor, Union Semi- 
nary; W. McILWAINE THOMPSON, Former Chaplain, now at 
Yale University; W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON, Professor, 
Union Seminary; HERBERT S. TURNER, Bethel Church, Staun- 
ton; G. L. WHITELEY, Belmont Church, Roanoke; RONALD 
§ WILSON, Winchester, 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Laymen: WILLIAM A. DICKSON, Industrial Engineer, Hunt- 
ington; ROBT. D. KAUFFELT, Superintendent, Davis-Stuart 
School, Lewisburg; D. T. MOORE, Secretary-Treasurer, Green- 
brier Military School, Lewisburg; E. M. PEOPLES, Manufac- 
turer, Huntington; R. B. PURDUM, President, David and El- 
kins College, Elkins; E. C. WADE, President, Bluefield Col- 
lege, Bluefield. 


Ministers: C. LLOYD AREHART, Dunbar; W. A. BENFIELD, 
Eleanor; DON R. BRANDON, Welch; WILLIAM P. HOOPER, 
Highlawn Church, Huntington; H. R. MAHLER, Jr., Richwood; 
HARMON B. RAMSEY, First Church, Bluefield; WILLIAM B. 
WARD, Elkins; SAMUEL S. WILEY, Professor, Davis and 
Elkins College, Elkins. 


OTHER 
ans McS. BUCHANAN, Retired Missionary, Pasadena, 
alif. 





Three Pie- Assembly Speakers 


Commissioners to the General Assembly this year will 
be encouraged to come.to the meeting a bit earlier than 
usual in view of the pre-Assembly Conference on Chris- 
tian Relations, authorized by last year’s Assembly. That 
conference, beginning Wednesday night, May 22, will 
have as speakers, Walter W. Van Kirk, well-known Chris- 
tian leader, director of the Department of International 
Justice and Goodwill of the Federal Council of Churches; 
Leland Foster Wood, authority on the Christian Home, 

also of the Federal Council staff, and W. Roy Breg, 
Washington, director of Allied Youth, temperance or- 
ganization. Meetings for the conference are scheduled 
for Wednesday night, Thursday morning and afternoon. 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Atlanta, chairman of the Assembly’s 
committee on social and moral welfare, is in charge of 
arrangements. 
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As Moses Might Speak to America 
By HERMAN HARRELL HORNE* 


ND NOW, O AMERICA, hearken unto the law and 

unto the gospel which I teach you, to accept and 

to practice them, that you may live, and that you 
may go forward and possess the land of promise and of 
peace, which Jehovah, the God of your Pilgrim fathers, 
has given you. 

For ask now of the days that are past, which were 
before thee, since the day that God created man upon 
the earth, and from the one end of heaven unto the 
other, whether there hath been any such thing as this 
great America is, or whether there hath anything been 
heard like it? 

Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out 
of the voice of the people as thou hast heard? 

Or, hath God ever before you assayed to go and make him 
so great a democratic nation among the peoples of earth, 
by trials and by wars? 

His servant, George Washington, prayed unto him for 
you, and he gave you independence. 

His servant, Abraham Lincoln, prayed unto him for 
you, and he gave you the Union. 

Through your forefathers, God’s servants, who crossed 
the stormy seas in search of freedom from oppression, 
he gave you the Prophet I promised you, even Jesus 
Christ, your Lord and Savior, and with him He gave 
you the precious and blood-bought heritage of the open 
Bible, religious liberty, the equality of all souls before 
God, the hope of immortality, a free state, and, as Lincoln 
said, government of the people, by the people and for 
the people. 

Through his servant, Woodrow Wilson, the child of a 
Manse, he offered to lead you into the land of World 
Peace, promised through his prophets, Isaiah, Joel and 
Micah, and you would not enter in, through lack of faith 
and courage. 

And, lo! for these twenty-five years you have wandered 
in the wilderness of isolationism. 

Now, again, you and the United Nations, claiming to be 
peace-loving and of goodwill, stand before the open gate 
of the Promised Land of world peace and security. Will 
you go forward and possess the land, for you are well 
able to overcome it’ 

Behold, saith Jehovah, I have placed in your keeping 
the mightiest of all instruments of ‘life or death—the 
atomic bomb. 


Tempt me not again as in the days of Noah and the 
provocation in the wilderness to destroy man and all his 
works, by your refusal to enter into the Land of Peace, 
through your nationalism and distrust. 

Know, therefore, this day, and lay it to thy heart, that 
Jehovah he is God in heaven above and upon the earth 
beneath; there is none else. 


And thou, America, shalt accept and practice his Com- 
mandments and his Gospel delivered unto you by his 
Prophet of Nazareth which I command thee this day, 
that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after 
thee, and that you mayest prolong thy days upon the 
earth and the days of thy fellow nations with thee. 


And if thou do it not, thou, too, O exalted America, 
shalt in due time be brought low, and made one with 
Nineveh and with Tyre. 3 


Therefore, be wise and of an understanding heart, O 
thou great America, and refuse not the way of life. 


*Dr. Horne is professor emeritus of New York Uni- 
versity. In contributing this meditation, following Deut. 
4:1, 32-40, which he gave to a Sunday school class in 
the First church, Bradenton, Fla., he writes that it was 
“inspired by the exposition of the lesson on that text 
by Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson.” 
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EDITORIAL 


The Words Go On and On 


In a recent issue of The Presbyterian, 
of Philadelphia, there appeared an edi- 
torial on “The Federal Council and the 
Bomb,” in which the Federal Council of 
Churches was roughly taken to task on 
the basis of ‘‘such published portions 
as came under the eye’’ of the editor. 
For one thing, he says, ‘‘no mention of 
Christ is made.”” More, ‘‘there is no 
proclamation of the need for the gos- 
pel,” “‘the sinuous course of diplomacy 
is advocated,”’ “the word ‘penitence’ is 
systematically used instead of the nobler 
word ‘repentance.’’’ Then, in addition 
to other misstatements, the editorial 
concludes by bemoaning the failure of 
the council to “call upon men every- 
where to repent and believe, and mobi- 
lize the resources of the church in evan- 
gelization.”’ 

It would be a bit difficult to find a 
brief statement in which there are more 
unfortunate errors than in the editorial 
from which we have quoted. Someone 
in Presbyterian, USA, circles might 
have called this to the attention of the 
editors long before now but since it 





seems not to have been done and since 
the item is being reproduced for con- 
sumption within our own boundaries, it 
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would scem to be appropriate for us to 
make a few comments in correction. 

For one thing, the editor begins by 
admitting that his criticism is based 
accounts. That we 
suspect, explains his error, even though 
he later had ample opportunity to set 
the record straight. Just to illuminate 
this record, let us look at the criticisms 
listed above. 

In the first place the editors of The 
Presbyterian are mistaken, because this 
was not a Federal Council document. 
It was a document prepared by 22 na- 
tionally-known theologians. It is their 
paper and theirs alone. It was read to 
the council but was not adopted. It is 
being published for distribution to those 
who wish to know what these men said, 
but it is not the Federal Council’s docu- 
ment any more than the report of the 
ad interim committee studying our 
church’s Negro work is the church’s 
document unless and until the paper is 
adopted, 


upon newspaper 


Then, we read, there is ‘‘no mention 
of Christ’? by name. The full document, 
page after page of it, would have elimi- 
nated that criticism, Take one quota- 
tion: ‘‘Today the prospects of man’s 
life on earth are intimately bound up 
with the measure in which, through the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the worldwide 
expansion and integrity of the Christian 
Church, and the diverse workings of the 
Holy Spirit, the lives of men become 
centered in God.” 

“There is no proclamation of the need 
for the gospel.’’ See above and later. 

“The sinuous course of diplomacy is 
advocated.’”’ Quote: ‘‘We are not com- 
petent to prescribe a political structure 
for international dealing with these 
these problems. Exclusive trust 
in a political structure of any sort to 
solve the problems posed by atomic war- 
fare would be a dangerous illusion. . 
There must be encouraged and increas- 
ingly satisfied a hunger and thrist after 

the truth about God as the Begin- 
ning and the End of all human life. 
There must be made known, by word 
and deed, the sure ground of hope that 
Christians find in the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”’ 

“Penitence”’ is 
instead of 
used. 


systematically used 
“repentance.” Both are 
The whole tone of the paper is 
one of repentance, but since words are 
needed, let us quote: ‘‘We would begin 
with an act of contrition. As American 
Christians, we are deeply penitent. 

Again, (abuses of power) “call 
for genuine, effective repentance, in 
which Christians ought to take the 
lead.”’ 

Then, the other criticism, that there 
is no call to repent, believe, and mobi- 
lize the resources of the church. The 
whole paper is such a call, as these few 
quotations abundantly indicate, 

There are points at which many 
people disagree and will disagree with 
these Christian leaders and their ap- 
praisal of atomic warfare in the light 


MAY 6, 1946 


of the Christian faith, but such charges 
as those of The Presbyterian will be 
none of them. 

Such editorial errors are, to say the 
least, deeply to be deplored. The carp- 
ing critics of cooperating Protestantism 
make a united witness difficult enough 
at best without having irresponsible 
judgments passed before the full facts 
are known. Surely readers of our 
papers are entitled to the best and most 
accurate information we can gain before 
we cloud their minds and arouse their 
suspicions where they need never have 
been troubled at all. Another unfortu- 
nate accompaniment is that when such 
charges are picked up and reproduced 
for more and more people to read, there 
is no calling back the mistaken word, 
there can be no overtaking of the faulty 
judgment. It goes on and on to do its 
destructive work. 


Assembly Reports 


With this issue we continue, in full 
force, the publication of reports which 
will be presented to the General Assem- 
bly when it convenes at Montreat, N. C., 
May 23. It seems to us that the reports 
this year are of peculiar importance, 
demanding the careful study not only 
of commissioners but also of members 
of the church who have no hopes of 
attending the Assembly. Issues of great 
consequence are before us, requiring 
our best thought and our most fervent 
prayer, Doors are open before us; 
whether or not we enter them will have 
far-reaching consequences. Therefore, 
you are urged to give more than the 
usual amount of attention to these As- 
sem)ly reports as they are appearing in 
these columns, beginning with the issue 
of April 15, the Social and Moral Wel- 
fare Committee; April 22, on marriage 
and divorce; April 29, the ad interim 
committee’s report on Negro work; and 
this week on a number of subjects. 


President’s Representative 


We have not seen any overtures to 
this end as yet but the appeal to the 
President that he discontinue what is 
now ‘‘The President’s personal represen- 
tative’ at the Vatican should be made 
by the Assembly with all insistence this 
year. More and more this relationship 
of the state to the Roman Catholie 
Church takes on the form of perma- 
nency—and will, it would seem, unless 
the tremendous feeling which American 
citizens have about the matter is car- 
ried to the President’s attention. 


Some May Build 


Later information on the present con- 
struction of church buildings is con- 
tained in a recent issue of the Wall 
Street Journal to the effect that Civilian 
Production Administration will approve 
“drug stores, churches and motion pic- 
ture houses” if the community does not 
have one already. 
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HOW TO TAKE CRITICISM 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“You will be judged by the standard 
you judge by.” Matthew 7:2. (Good- 
speed.) 

F YOU LIVE in the midst of human 
I beings you are sure to be criticized. 

And if you are human you won’t like 
it. No matter how much you may say 
you welcome criticism, what you gen- 
erally mean is that you would welcome 
any other sort of criticism than the kind 
you get. 

However, it does come. Gently or 
roughly, kindly or cruelly, the critics 
will have their shot at you. It may be 
your inferiors, your equals or your 
superiors; your family, your boss, your 
public, your rivals, your customers— 
somebody is sure to think you less than 
perfect and will not mind saying so, 

How shall you take it? 

Take it without hysteria. Don’t get 
“steamed up” about it. Dry those tears, 
stop gnashing your teeth. It’s bad for 
your blood pressure. If you are in 
public life—minister, editor, school 
teacher, chairman of the school board, 
mayor—being criticized is part of your 
job. This particular bit of criticism may 
be true or false, justified or not; but you 
can’t tell which until you stop breathing 
so hard and glaring through your spec- 
tacles, Get yourself together now. If 
you are in a lowlier position—janitor, 
cook or office boy— criticism is part of 
your wages. Didn’t you ever hear of 
“supervision”? If you have a boss you 
have a critic. Criticism may be worth 
more to you than your pay-check. Take 
it easy now. Take a swim, or take a 
walk, get the sizzle out of your system 
and then you can look the criticism in 
the eye. 

Take it without hatred, too. Don’t 
leap to the conclusion that everybody 
who criticizes you, hates you. The per- 
son who loves you most dearly and has 
the highest hopes for you may be your 
severest critic, (And why not?)  In- 
deed, the Bible teaches us that the One 
whose love for man is greatest, is also 
the One-who never spares the lash. And 
even when criticism is inspired by 
hatred, jealousy or pure meanness, as it 
often is, it will do you no good to hate 
back. Even when it is inspired by your 
worst enemies, if all it does is to make 
a hot hater of you, then your enemy has 
had his way with you—he has made you 
worse instead of better. 

Take it without humiliation. Don’t 
feel crushed by unfavoring words. All 
good people, all great ones, have been 
criticized. You are no outcaste. If you 
were, no one would bother to point out 
your faults. Housewives at the grocer’s 
pinch the good fruit on the shelves, not 
the bad fruit in the garbage can. To 
have failed once does not mean you are 
a failure. You can hold up your head 
again. Take it without humiliation, 


But—take criticism with humility. 
To resent it means that you like to think 
of yourself as perfect. Well, you’re not, 
And so long as you think you are per- 
fect and unimprovable, you will never 
be better than you are. God (as we 
know) is man’s severest critic; but the 
one class of persons for whom even God 
appears to have no hope is the kind of 
person who is too proud to admit the 
evil that isin him. You will never learn 
anything if you won’t be taught. You 
will never climb any ladder if you mis- 
take the bottom rung for the top. 

Then take criticism with honesty. 
That is, look squarely at it: Don’t look 
the other way and try to think of some- 
thing else. Look at it, analyze it. Con- 
sider the sources, for one thing. Maybe 
the critic really didn’t know what he 
was talking about. Maybe he has it in 
for you and would call you names no 
matter what you do. Maybe what he 


says is completely off the beam. Very 
well, then you can cheerfully and 
honestly forget all about it. But if you 


are honest, you will be willing to admit 
that some of your critics do know what 
they are talking about, they are experts 
and have the right to judge, Their 
motive may be love for you, or they 
may be in love with perfection. Be 
thankful for this. The poorest friend 
in the world is an easy-going critic. 
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E. Stanley Jones calls his critics the 
“unpaid guardians of my soul.” Be 
grateful for so much free advice. Con- 
sider what has been said. Even if the 
thing is a caricature, it’s a caricature of 
something, What have you done to 
deserve it? Even if there’s only a germ 
of truth in it, plant that little germ in 
your mind and let it bear fruit. 

And take it with humor. Jesus set 
the example when he dealt with his 
critics the Pharisees. Much of what he 
said in reply to them is tinged with 
humor—his remarks about the splinter 
and the plank, about swallowing camels, 
about blind men-leading the blind, about 
well people needing no doctor, about the 
city of Jerusalem outside of which no 
prophet could die, . . Of course Jesus 
was dealing with mean and unfair criti- 
cism. But even when the critics are 
neither mean nor unjust, keep your 
sense of humor. It will not only cushion 
the shock of vicious detractions, it will 
help you see the rightness of a fair ver- 
dict against you, For humor, essenti- 
ally, is a sense of detachment, it is the 
ability to get off and look at yourself. 
And if you have a true gift of humor, 
no one else can ever seem quite so funny 
and absurd as you do to yourself. 
Angels must sometimes weep over us; 
but surely there are laughing angels 
too. Get the angel’s-eye habit. Then 
you will see that your critics’ shots have 
not hit you as hard as you need to be 
hit; they may not even havVe made a 
bull’s-eye. You may even learn, in time, 
to be that wisest of all persons, a critic 
of yourself, 





to spend 


PLAN NOW 


For Prospectus send to the Pres., Dr. J. 


this summer’s vacation with some 


of America’s Greatest Theological Teachers. 
WINONA LAKE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, Winona Lake, Indiana 
Approved for Training of Veterans under G. I. Bill 
For Ministers, Teachers, Missionaries, Sunday School Workers, Laymen. 35 Rooms 
16 States, Several Foreign Countries, 23 Churches in 1945 Session. 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL - THOROUGH - EVANGELICAL 
1946 Session: 2 Semesters, June 27—August 1 
A. Huffman, Winona Lake, Ind. 


Special 
Rates 











North Carolina. 





PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. Also special 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 

Applications for 1946-1947 session should be made now. 

For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 











SOUTHWESTERN 


The College of the Mississippi Valley 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding ex- 
perience, it is a life-building process.’’ 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Seven Votes Postpone 
Merging of Churches 


Kentucky News Letter 


Danville’s First (US) and Second 
(USA) Presbyterian churches have been 
discussing a plan of federation drawn 
up by the sessions of the two churches 
some months ago. On a recent Sunday, 
when congregations were voting on the 
question, with a three-fourth’s majority 
required in both congregations, the vote 
in the US church fell seven short of the 
required number, with about 200 ballots 
east. Second church voted to ratify 
the plan. The merging of the two 
churches would have called for the use 
and enlargement of the property of the 
First church and a division of all 
benevolences on a 50-50 basis between 
US and USA agencies. Since the recent 
action a Presbyterian men’s club of 
Danville has been organized, bringing 
together the men of both congregations, 
with A. R. Milby of the First church as 
president. The US church at the pres- 
ent time is without a pastor. Danville 
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is a town of 6,000, the home of Centre 
College. 


Anchorage Orphanage to Receive 
Large Sum from Threlkeld Estate 


Synod’s orphanage at Anchorage hag 
been left a bequest which, over a period 
of time, may approximate $100,000, ac- 
cording to estimates by Robert G. 
Haney, the superintendent. The institu- 
tion’s benefactor was W. S. Threlkeld, 
of Pleasureville, whose will was recently 
probated. The sum will be used as an 
endowment. Mr. Threlkeld was a mem- 
ber of the Eminence church. The 
orphanage superintendent has been noti- 
fied by R. M. Pegram, of Louisville’s 
Third church, of a $1,000 gift which 
has been made by Mrs. O. H. German 
of that church. 


Here and There 


Evangelism conferences have been 
scheduled within reach of all presby- 
teries in the synod by W. R. Laws, com- 
mittee chairman. Assembly’s Director 
H. H. Thompson will guide these meet- 
ings, stressing the technique of visita- 
tion evangelism. . Plans have been 
made for full-scale summer conferences 
and camps for young people in the synod 
and presbyteries. Mrs. T. W. 





Hear— 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Every Tuesday Night at Nine-fifteen 
Radio Station W.B.T. 
1110 on your Dial 


—on the Air. 











Notable Record for Training 
vate Endeavor. 


Scholarship. 


1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 194 


Supreme Emphasis Placed upon Character and Well-rounded 


Individual Guidanee for Each Student. 


Edgar G. Gammon, President 


Leaders in Publie Life and Pri- 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. 











Quarters begin Sept. 
19; Jan. 3; March 25; 
June 17. Veterans may 
enter at any time. 





CENTRE COLLEGE 
OF KENTUCKY 


‘‘In The Heart of the Bluegrass’’ 
Liberal Arts, Pre-Professional and Vocational Educa- 
tion Under Christian Auspices. 
Colleges for Men and for Women on Separate 


Famous For Distinguished Alumni 
For Catalogue and View Book, Address: 
Robert J. McMullen, President, Box 401-P, 


Founded 1819 


Campuses 


Danville, Kentucky 
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Kirkby of Parsons, Kansas, has been 
elected housemother at Louisville Semi- 
nary, to succeed Mrs. C. J. Matthews 
who is to be married to William A. Ross, 
missionary to Mexico in May. .Of 
the new $67,000 budget at Louisville’s 
Second church, more than half, or $35,- 
000, is allocated for benevolences. . 

A blind student at Lees College—Joe 
Cook—is preaching at several churches 
in Guerrant Presbytery until pastors 
can be obtained. . . Lees College will 
continue to seek gifts on its $120,000 
endowment campaign until the next 
meeting of synod. . . Maxwell Street 
church, Lexington, serving the students 
at the University of Kentucky, is plan- 
ning to enlarge its facilities. 

FRED P. TURNER. 
Bowling Green. 


D & E is Recognized 
By North Central Assn. 


West Virginia News Letter 


An action extremely gratifying to 
friends of Davis and Elkins College, the 
college of the Synods of West Virginia, 
US and USA, was the election of the col- 
lege to membership in the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools on March 30. West Virginia’s 
Presbyterian College thus becomes 
recognized as a fully accredited, degree- 
granting institution. Students attend- 
ing Davis and Elkins now have the as- 
surance that credits earned at the col- 
lege are acceptable at full value for 
transfer to the undergraduate, graduate, 
or professional schools of other institu- 
tions. President R. B. Purd:m reports 
that Davis and Elkins has made rapid 
progress during the last few years and 
that regional accreditation marks an 
important milestone in its growth. The 
college now has more than 300 regular 
students—largest enrollment in its his- 
tory. The two synods of West Virginia 
and the Presbyterian Board of Christian 
Education of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, are steadily increasing their sup- 
port of the college. 


Church School Enlargement 
Campaign in Charleston 


Under the leadership of Frank John- 
son of the Northern Baptist Convention, 
thirty-five churches of the various de- 
nominations in Charleston engaged in 
March in a Church School Enlargement 
Campaign. The census taken in con- 
nection with the campaign revealed that 
approximately 25,000 persons were not 
in any Sunday school—Jewish, Protest- 
ant, or Catholic. More than 13,000, 
twelve years of age or more, who were 
not members of any church were dis- 
covered. Careful plans were made for 
following up the prospects disclosed by 
the census and for strengthening the 
work of the various church schools. 
Churches participating had the assist- 
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When your daughter leaves the protection 


of your home, you will want to be sure that 
the environment into which she will be 
thrown is not too different from that in 


which she was reared. 


The Christian college makes every effort 
to develop our youth intellectually, socially 
and spiritually. The atmosphere there is similar 
to that of the Christian home. Girls review the 
foundations for the faith of their fathers and 
mothers, and under sympathetic guidance 


find an unquestioned faith for themselves. 


Parents may confidently look to the Chris- 
tian college, like those listed in this announce- 
ment, as a safe place for the higher education 
of their sons and daughters. 


You will enjoy reading the booklets, ‘Concerning 
the Christian College,” by Margaret Slattery, 
and “The Christian College in American Edu- 
cation,” by M. Willard Lampe, free on request 
to Rev. W. H. Boggs, D.D., 410 Urban Build- 
ing, Louisville 2, Kentucky. 
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Presbyterian Educational Institutions 


(Listed in order of establishment) 


1. Controlled by the Synods 


COLLEGES 
Hampden-Sydney Colleget (1775), Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
Contre Collemers C1819). . 2. ew cee es Danville, Ky. 
Davidson Colleget (1836)...... Davidson, N. C. 
Southwestern* (1848)... ... . . Memphis, Tenn. 
Austin College* (1849) ....... Sherman, Texas 


Westminster Collegef (1851) ..... 
Queens Colleget (1857). ...... 
Miem Comese” C1667). 2 i 8 ee 


Fulton, Mo. 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Bristol, Tenn. 


Arkansas College* (1872) ....... Batesville, Ark. 
Presbyterian College* (1880) ..... Clinton, S. C. 
Belhaven College} (1894) ....... Jackson, Miss. 


Flora Macdonald Colleget (1896) 
Davis and Elkins College* (1904) 
Montreat Colleget (1916) ...... 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 


. Red Springs, N. C. 
. Elkins, W. Va. 
Montreat, N. C. 


Mitchell College* (1856) ...... Statesville, N.C. 
Peace Comeser (L057) «..< 2% « ow « Raleigh, N. C. 
Lees Junior College* (1884) ....... Jackson, Ky. 


Lees-McRae College* (1900) 
Schreiner Institute* (1923) ..... 
Presbyterian Junior Colleget (1928) . . 


Banner Elk, N. C. 
Kerrville, Texas 

Maxton, N. C. 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 

Union Theological Seminary (1812) . . Richmond, Va. 
Columbia Theological Seminary (1828) . Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville Theological Seminary (1853) Louisville, Ky. 
Austin Theological Seminary (1902) . . Austin, Texas 


2. Affiliated Presbyterian Colleges 


Mary Baldwin College} (1842) 
Agnes Scott College? (1889) 


Staunton, Va. 
pie? a eats Decatur, Ga. 


3. Controlled by the General Assembly 


General Assembly’s Training 
SO UES? 6 4. « a16 5 Hm oe Richmond, Va. 
"Coed tWomen tMen ttA filiated 
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ance of outside leaders, and a fine 
spirit of interdenominational coopera- 
tion marked the effort. Presbyterian 
leaders who helped included four men 
from the Richmond staff, of the Assem- 
bly’s Religious Education Committee: 
Alex Batchelor, director of the Depart- 
ment of Sunday School Administration; 
Norman Cook, director of the Depart- 
ment of Field Program; and §. J. Pat- 
terson, Jr., and Roy Hogrefe from the 
Department of Men’s Work and Joint 
Adult Work. 


Synodical Auxiliary 
Receives Encouraging Reports 


Reports received ‘from Woman’s 
Auxiliaries over the synod show in- 
creases in gifts to benevolences, in at- 
tendance at church services, in Christian 
Social Service work, in the reading of 
church papers, and in the use of Day 
by Day. The Synodical Auxiliary’s 
Training School at Davis anc Elkins 
College in June will offer two lasdership 
training courses in addition o four 
classes in Auxiliary work. The eachers 
of the Leadership courses will | ») Frank 
B. Lewis, of the D. and E. faci ty, who 
will teach a class on Isaiah, nd Mrs. 
W. W. Draper, of Forrest Ci.y, Ark., 
chairman of the Committee on Woman’s 
Work, who will teach “‘World Missions.” 
Other out-of-state leaders for the school 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 


GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education. 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 








Mitchell College 


Statesville, North Carolina 
An Accredited Junior College—Stand- 
ard college course. One- or two-year 
commercial course. Piano, voice, or- 
gan, art. For catalog, write to 
MISS FRANCES STRIBLING, 
President 











GREENBRIER 
COLLEGE 


Two years college prepara- 
tory and two years stan- 
dard college work. founded 
1812. Art, Music, Dramatic 
Art, Secretarial. Excep- 
tional social, recreational 
advantages. Modern fire- 
proof dormitory. 


FRENCH W. THOMPSON, PRESIDENT 
Dept. PO, Lewisburg, West Virginia 





Chrisvianity Needs Young People 

Who will go preach, teach, heal, 
serve—in the highways and byways, in 
every continent and the islands of the 
seas? Give your life to help build the 
foundations of peace in the postwar 
world. An education will prepare you 
for service. 


Presbyterian Junivr College 


Offers standard freshman and sopho- 
more courses leading to the Associate 
in Arts or Associate in Science degree; 
one- and two-year commercial courses; 
preparatory courses at 10th, 11th and 
12th grade levels; aeronautics. Ex- 
service men may enter at any time. 
Write for catalog: Box B-7, Maxton, 
N. C. 











will be Miss Janie McCutchen of Atlanta 
and Balmer H. Kelly of the Union Semi- 
nary faculty in Richmond. 


Synod Exceeds Quota in 


Emergency Fund Campaign 


The Home Mission Emergency Fund 
Campaign in the church year which has 
just ended produced the best results of 
any campaign thus far. The more than 
$18,000 raised met the quota assigned 
the synod and left a considerable sum 
over the quota for use at home. In spite 
of this fact, however, the Home Mission 
Committee is not able to provide ade- 
quate help for all projects which have 
been approved. 


Presbyterians Take the Lead 


In Child Welfare Program 


The former West Virginia Probation 
Association is noW called the State Com- 
mittee on Child Welfare, and Monroe 
Bush, Point Pleasant pastor is its chair- 
man. Other Presbyterians serving on 
this committee include Virgil Flinn, 
prominent school man of Charleston, an 
elder in the Ruffner Memorial church; 
Walter A. Buchanan, Chamber of Com- 
merce secretary of Huntington, also an 
elder; and President J. D. Williams of 
Marshall College. The expressed pur- 
pose of the welfare committee is ‘‘The 
prevention of delinquency and the de- 
velopment of modern practice for the 
handling of delinquent children.’ Be- 
ginning April 1 the National Probation 
Association began a statewide survey of 
juvenile court and probation facilities 
under the committee’s sponsorship. On 
the basis of this survey it is expected 
that remedial legislation may be pre- 
pared by next January. 


Here and There 


Petitions for the organization of three 
new churches were expected to be pre- 
sented at spring meetings of the presby- 
teries of the synod, From twelve 
to fifteen ministers are urgently needed 
or will be needed for work in this synod 
within the next sixty days. 

HARMON B. RAMSEY. 

Bluefield. 


Overtures to the Assembly 

“The Synod of Virginia respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly that the 
remaining months of the church year 
be devoted to a special emphasis on the 
eall to young men to the gospel minis- 
try, and to young men for fulltime 
Christian service in tne churches.” 

“The Assembly’s Home Mission Coun- 
ceil . . . overtures the General Assem- 
bly to issue a clarion call to our pastors 
and other church leaders to advise im- 
mediately with our young men, especi- 
ally those returning from the Armed 
services, with reference to fulltime serv- 
ice in the gospel ministry and mission 
fiélds of the church.” 
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Presbyterian 


Chaplains 


a> 


The total number of chaplains serving 
in the Army and Navy during the war 
was 310, including 13 from the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church. 
There are 114 chaplains still on duty, 
and two of these represent the A. R. P. 
Church. 

The pictures appearing in this issue 
supplement those listed in the spring of 
1943, 1944, and 1945. There are 28 
chaplains without photographs. 

DEFENSE SERVICE COUNCIL 
Presbyterian Church in the 
United States 
410 Atlantic Life Building 
Richmond 19, Virginia. 


ARMY CHAPLAINS 


Johannes Bekkering 

. William P. Burns 

. Sidney D. Crane 

. Jay M. Davis 

A. Tt. Martin 

Ss. Jesse W. Myers 

. Z T. Piephoff 

8. Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 

. James L. Russell 
A. R, P. 

10. Charles E. Edwards 

11. William N. Falls 


ots Br 


ARMY CHAPLAINS, BUT NO 
PHOTOGRAPHS 


Henry P. Mobley, Jr. 
John Bright James E. Moore 
Linwood G. Gebb Joseph G. Morrison 
Warren R. Hall, Jr. Charles W. Potter 
Richard C. Lipsey A. B. Williford 


Car] May ‘ 
o 


Henry H. Bear 


NAVY CHAPLAINS 


1. Harry F. Barnett 

2. Vance Barron 

3. John M. Brown 

4. S. Evans Brown 

5. Harold H. Cummings 

6. Addison D. Ellison, Jr. 
7. William H. Foster, Jr. 
8. Connolly C. Gamble, Jr. 
9. Lawrence E. Gilbert 
0. Moses E. Gregg 

11. Leland M. Kennedy, Jr. 
12. Graham G. Lacy 

13. Charles Logan Landrum 
14. Charles E. McLean, Jr. 
15. Byron L. Milton 

16. Roger M. Rice, Jr. 

17. William F. Summers 
18. Ira B. Watson, Jr. 

19. John E. Watts, Jr. 

20. Donald E. Williams 
21. Albert C. Winn 


NAVY CHAPLAINS, BUT NO 
PHOTOGRAPHS 


Steve Cook Richard G. Hutcheson 
Duncan Crockett H. E. Iverson 

Thos. C. Duncan RK. W. Jablonowski, Jr. 
c. V. Farrell Malcolm C. McIver 
Graham Gilmer Alexander J. McKelway 
M, W. Graham Robert L. Stamper 

J. H. Harper James B. Storey 

Carl W. Herrick Conway T. Wharton 


A. R. P. 


Louls Patrick 
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Of 310 chaplains at one time in 


In the Army, In the Navy service 114 are still on duty 
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MEMORIALS 


CHARLES A. BRIDGES 
Whereas, God, in his infinite wisdom, 
has seen fit to remove from our midst our 
beloved friend and highly esteemed fel- 
low elder, Charles A. Bridges, March 14, 





1946, and the session of the Forest Hill 


Presbyterian Church desiring to record its 
consciousness of the loss of a truly faith- 
ful and efficient member, 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, That it 
is with deep sorrow we note the death of 
our brother elder, and we extend to the 
wife and family of Mr. Bridges our sin- 
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cere sympathy and pray that God will 
grant them comfort in their bereavement. 

Mr. Bridges was a man of high charac- 
ter and unwavering loyalty to his church 
and his family. He was received into the 
Forest Hill Presbyterian Church on Au- 
gust 24, 1931, and became a member of 
the Board of Deacons on November 11, 
1934, and served in that capacity with 
faithfulness until his election to the Ses- 
sion on November 7, 1938, in which officS 
he was highly respected and esteemed for 
his judgment and wise counsel. 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of 
this resolution be spread upon the min- 
utes of our church; a copy sent to the wife 
of Mr. Bridges and a copy sent to The 
Presbyterian Outlook and to the Christian 
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Observer, with the request that this reso- 
lution be published in each of those church 
papers. 
Adopted by the Session of Forest Hill 
Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Va., 
April 12, 1946. 
c. C. CRAWFORD, Moderator, 
L. D. BOOTH, Clerk of Session, 


LENNOX BIRKHEAD TURNBULL 


An appreciation of the life of Dr. L. B. 
Turnbull prepared by Dr. George Summey, 
of New Orleans, Professor Emeritus of 
Austin Theological Seminary. Only living 
member of Union Theological Seminary 
class of 1873. 

Lennox Birkhead Turnbull was born in 
Baltimore County, Maryland, February 19, 
1850. His parents were Henry C. Turn- 
bull and Ann G. Smith. He was reared 
in the happiest conditions of culture, re- 
finement, and affluence. His early educa- 
tion was in the schools of Baltimore. He 
graduated at Hampden-Sydney Coilege in 
1868. He attended the University of Vir- 
ginia in 1868-70. He was a student of 
Union Theological Seminary, Virginia, in 
1870-73, graduating in the latter year with 
the degree of B. D. Here he was a mem- 
ber of the famous class, in which he was 
the unquestioned peer of the foremost, 
that has given to the church, duplicates 
included, two great missionaries to China, 
five theological professors, five presidents 
of college and university, three modera- 
tors of the General Assembly, one success- 
ful evangelist, and half a score of emi- 
nent pastors such as Cannon, Caldwell, 
Gammon, Hamilton, Kerr, McCutchan, 
Rose and others, of whom he was easily 
one of the first. All his classmates have 
held him in tenderest affection and admi- 
ration. He lived, in his seminary life, in 
the home of Dr. B. M. Smith, a benedic- 
tion in itself, and many are the tender 
memories of him there, not excluding some 
marked by the lighter things of life. He 
Was given the doctorate by Davidson Col- 
lege in 1896. He was married in 1874 to 
Amelia Ogden Ryerson, of Newton, N. 
J., who died in 1929. His children were 
Lennox B. Turnbull, Jr., Mrs, H. C. Wise, 
Mrs. David Meade Bernard, Stockton G. 
Turnbull, and M. Ryerson Turnbull, D. 
D., three of whom survive him. Nine 
grandchildren also survive him. He was 
licensed by Chesapeake Presbytery in 
1874, and ordained by the same in 1878. 
He was supply and pastor of Farmwell 
Church, Va., 1877-83, pastor of Catoctin 
Church, Waterford, Va., 1883-89, pastor of 
Old Market Mission, Richmond, 1889-93, 
pastor First Church, Durham, N. C., 
1894-01. His health failing, he was com- 
pelled to retire from his beloved and ac- 
tive work in 1902, to spend the remainder 
of his life as a semi-invalid in his home 
in Lexington, Va., and in a private hos- 
pital of Richmond, Va. He passed away in 
the full faith and power of the gospel 
January 20, 1946, during his ninety-sixth 
year. 

Such is an outline of a life exceptionally 
strong and beautiful, of a man of gifts and 
culture and training, successful in his 
ministry, valiant and patient under trial, 
beloved, trusted and honored by the whole 
church. He was peculiarly dear to his 
classmates in the seminary, who knew 
how to estimate his abilities and fine char- 
acter. Honored by the church with its 
confidence, he served many years on the 
Board of Union Theological Seminary, and 
was its chairman for some years. He 
lived to see his son, Ryerson, a professor 
there. The memory of his life is especially 
dear to the churches he served. He lives 
on in the hearts of innumerable friends 
and brethren. To his loved ones, who so 
faithfully cared for him in the trying 
years of his invalid life, their tenderest 
sympathy and appreciation go on in full- 
est measure. 
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Learning to Live Together 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 12 
Matthew 18:15-22; Mark 10:35-45 


Learning to live together is one of 
the most important lessons in life, on 
which our happiness and the happiness 
of all who-are related to us depends. 
It is a lesson which husband and wife, 
parents and children, teacher and 
pupils, employer and employees, mem- 
bers of an office staff, soldiers in an 
army, members of a church all must 
learn, but which many fail to learn, or 
learn only in part. It was a lesson 
which Jesus’ closest friends, his most 
devoted disciples, did not learn until 
after repeated failures, after the full 
significance of Jesus’ words had been 
brought home to them by his death and 
resurrection, and the Holy Spirit had 
been allowed to bear his fruit in their 
lives. 

We study this week two iessons in 
living together which Jesus taught his 
disciples after he had steadfastly set his 
face to go to Jerusalem. 


I. When You Have Been Wronged, 
Matthew 18:15-22 


In the first passage Jesus is talking 
about learning to live together when 
someone has wronged us. In such cases, 
says Jesus, we have a twofold duty, 
first to win back the one who has 
wronged us, and, second, to forgive 
him. 

Our first duty is to gain the one who 
has wronged us. “If your brother 
wrongs you,’’ Goodspeed translates the 
verse, “‘go to him and show him his 
fault while you are alone with him. If 
he listens to you you have won back 
your brother.” 

To accomplish this end we must have 
tact and a great deal of real conse- 
cration. In many cases it will be easier 
to forgive than to seek to win one who 
has done us a wrong. And yet the of- 
fender must be won if real Christian 
fellowship is to continue. And it is this 
which Jesus has in mind. He is not 
speaking in this connection of an in- 
jury that we receive from the world 
(though the principle would remain the 
same), but of injuries that are done us 
by fellow-Christians. If your ‘‘brother’’ 
wrongs you, Jesus says. 

To win back our brother Jesus sug- 
gests that, first of all, we go to him 
privately and talk over the matter that 
has come between us. Notice particu- 
larly that the man who has been sinned 
against is to undertake the _ recon- 
ciliation with the man who has harmed 
him, without waiting for him to make 
the advance. Is it also suggested that 
the wrong is not to be advertised pub- 
licly, but is to be kept as quiet as pos- 
sible. Otherwise reconcilation becomes 
more difficult. Often this private con- 


versation will suffice. Many of the 
slights that we suffer are imaginary. 
They were never intended as such. If 
we talked them over we would find 
that they were unintentional. Or it 
may be that our brother slighted us be- 
cause he thought we had slighted him. 
and if he has done us a real injury the 
probability is that he will be willing 
to make amends, if we approach him 
in the right manner. All of us prob- 
ably know cases where friendships have 
been sundered simply because Jesus’ 
suggestion has not been followed. Of 
course it all depends upon the spirit in 
which we approach the brother who has 
wronged us. If we go in a belligerent 
spirit, or in an angry or sullen mood, 
nothing will be gained. If we go ina 
Christian spirit, ready to forgive and 
be forgiven, if there has been some 
wrong also on our part, then the 
chances are that we shall indeed gain 
back our brother. 

“But if he does not listen,’’ Matthew 
continues, ‘“‘take one or two others along 
with you, that every word may be con- 
firmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. If he refuses to listen even 
to them, tell it to the church, and if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let 
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector.”” (R.S. V.) 

There is some doubt whether these 
last words actually came from the lips 
of Jesus. We do not possess the origi- 
nal manuscripts on which the gospels 
were written. The manuscripts which 
we do possess vary somewhat among 
themselves. As the original documents 
were copied in later times, small errors 
crept in almost inevitably. And some- 
times marginal notes made by some un- 
inspired scribe were copied in by subse- 
quent scribes as though they were a 
part of the original text. And that is 
what many scholars think happened in 
regard to these particular verses. It 
does seem a little strange that Jesus 
would tell his disciples to take a mat- 
ter to the church when he was still in 
their midst and there was no church 
to which they could take it. Broadus, 
however, suggests that the church in 
this verse might mean at the moment 
the existing loosely organized com- 
munity of Christ’s followers, then after 
the day of Pentecost the one organized 
assembly at Jerusalem, and still later 
the local assembly with which the per- 
sons in question should be connected. 
Again the statement that if he refuse 
to hear the church let him be unto you 
as the Gentile and the tax collector 
does not seem to be fully in accord with 
the spirit of Jesus. This is almost uni- 
versally taken to mean that if all means 
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of reconciliation failed the offender was 
to be put out of the church. Principal 
Curtis, however, has recently made the 
illuminating suggestion that the last 
clause does not mean that the adversary 
should be treated as an outcast, but 
that if the church failed, then—but only 
then—should the common law be in- 
voked, the law which deals alike with 
Gentiles, tax-gatherers, and believers. 
Jesus certainly did not treat Gentiles 
and tax collectors as outcasts. They 
were instead men lost to the Father’s 
love, sinners whom he had come to seek 
and to save. 


If the words of Matthew 18:16-17 
were actually spoken by Jesus they can- 
not be taken as a rule that must be 
always and invariably followed. Often- 
times a brother wrong us, but even if 
private means of reconciliation fail it 
is not serious enough for us to bring 
it before the church. On the other 
hand, our Book of Church Order is un- 
doubtedly right when it says that no 
such offense shall be brought before 
the church courts unless private means 
of reconciliation have first been at- 
tempted. Jesus did not lay down rules 
that must be followed in any legalistic 
sense. He does put before us in verse 
15 a most important duty: the duty that 
when a member of the Christian 
brotherhood has wronged us we must 
seek to win him back. 


John Wesley took the words of Jesus 
so literally that he included among the 
rules that he gave to his preachers the 
precept: ‘Tell everyone what you think 
wrong in him, and that plainly as soon 
as may be; else it will fester in your 
heart.” Was this a wise rule? Not 
many of us would think so. At any 
rate it goes beyond the teachings of 
Jesus. He did suggest, however, that 
oftentimes the best thing we can do 
to win back our brother is to go to him 
privately and get out of the way the 
matter that has come between us. He, 
or the later church, felt that if this 
failed it was best to go back to him 
with a few Christian friends. Have 
you ever tried this method of recon- 
ciliation? Have you ever known it to 
be tried? Is it a method that Christians 
should use among themselves at the 
present day? Would it work with non- 
Christians? 


The verses that follow (18:18-20) 
are probably detached sayings of Jesus 
brought in at this point because they 
seem to have some bearing upon the 
matter under discussion. Among the 
Jews the expressions ‘‘to bind” and “to 
loose’”” were used of the verdict of a 
teacher of the law, who on the strength 
of his expert knowledge of the ora! tra- 
dition declared some action ‘‘bound,” 
that is, forbidden, or “loosed,” that is, 
permitted. The early church under- 
stood this to mean that God would ratify 
whatever disciplinary action they might 
take against a member who refused to 
hearken to their decision. The action 
of the church, however, in binding and 
loosing, was dependent upon its seek- 
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ing God’s will through united prayer. 
Jesus’ words mean in addition that God 
will hear the prayer of any group of 
Christians, however small, for anything, 
if they are agreed concerning the thing 
that they ask. “For,” said Jesus, 

' “where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” The last verse seems to con- 
dition the granting of our united 
petition. The action of the church is 
ratified only when believers in Christ 
have truly met in his name and been in- 
spired by his living presence. 

Our Second Responsibility. We may 
fail to win back our brother. Whether 
we do or not, we are bound to forgive 
him. But what does it mean to for- 
give a man (or a nation) who has done 
us a wrong? Webster says to forgive 
means to give up resentment, or claim 
no requital from or retribution upon 
an offender. In the Scripture it seems 
to mean the surrender of any notion 
of revenge or retaliation or requital or 
retribution. That is the purport of the 
parable that follows. The forgiveness, 
in accord with Hebrew thought, is seen 
in the divine action. Too often we 
make forgiveness a matter of feeling, 
which we cannot always control, rather 
than a matter of the will, which we can 
control. It may be difficult for us to 
feel the same toward the man who has 
wronged us; it is always possible to act 
toward him as though the wrong had 
never been done. And the action is far 
more important than the feeling. As 
Dr. Goudge says: ‘Our obligation to 
forgive others is a practical rather than 
an emotional obligation. Of course, 
if the man is unrepentant we may havs 
to take this attitude into account. We 
are not required to give him fresh op- 
portunities of doing us the same wrong. 
It may even be necessary in some cases 
to restrain him from doing us or our 
neighbors an additional injury. But in 
no case are we to allow our actions to be 
colored merely by our resentment or to 
strike back for the sake of revenge.” 

As Dr. Davies puts it: “The duty 
of forgiveness occupied a large place in 
the teaching of Jesus. The spirit of 
revenge had cast a dark shadow upon 
the life of his own race and upon that 
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of primitive society in general. Un- 
limited forgiveness was to be the domi- 
nant spirit of the New Society. Evil 
of every kind, personal, social, inter- 
national, was to be overcome by good, 
especially in the form of goodwill and 
a conciliatory spirit.” 

Peter proceeded to raise a very prac- 
tical question, ‘‘Master, how many times 
am I to forgive my brother when he 
wrongs me? Seven times over?” The 
rabbis had often discussed this ques- 
tion and had agreed in general that a 
man should be forgiven three times; 
some, however, held that seven was the 
limit. Peter, therefore, suggests the 
more generous limit. Jesus replied, 
“Not seven times, I tell you, but seventy 
times seven.”’ By which he meant that 
we are to forgive without limit. 


II. When Ambitions Clash, 
Mark 10:35-45 


As Jesus and his disciples neared 
Jerusalem the thoughts of the latter 
were centered on their own position in 
the Kingdom, which they assumed was 
soon to come in allits glory. And so it 
happened that James and John came 
one day asking that Jesus promise them 
the chief places in the Kingdom of God. 

‘“*How lonely Jesus must have been,” 
says Dr. Merrill in his splendid little 
book of meditations, “The Way.” ‘No 
one seemed capable of understanding 
him. He takes his choicest friends and 
followers apart and tells them of the 
suffering, the sacrifice, the death that 
awaits him. And they understand him 
so little that two of them, with their 
mother, to plead for them, come to ask 
the chief seats in his kingdom. The 
plainest of words fell on their minds 
and made no impression. 

“So it has been down through the 
centuries. Christ has been telling of 
love, of sacrifice, of humbleness, of un- 
selfishness and they have talked and 
prayed and worked, as if the main con- 
cern was place and power and ease and 
honor. He has called them to take up 
the cross and they have fought to see 
who should wear a crown or carry a 
crozier.” 

Jesus turned to the two brothers 
and said patiently, “You do not know 
what you are asking for.” That is, 
they did not know that the high places 
in the kingdom were something quite 
different from what they expected, that 
they came not through appointment but 
through achievement, that they entailed 
suffering rather than honor. And 30 
he proceeded to ask them: ‘Can you 
drink what I am drinking or undergo 
the baptism that I am undergoing?” 
The cup and baptism are figurative ex- 
pressions for the painful experiences of 
toil and sorrow and humiliation through 
which Jesus was already beginning to 
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pass (cf. 14:36; Lk. 12:50). 
“Yes,’”’ the two replied, ‘“‘we are able 
and prepared to pay any price for the 


boon we ask.” But the readiness of 


their answer, the perfect confidence 
which they manifested, makes it clear 
that they did not understand all that 
was involved. 

Jesus replied that they would indeed 
share the sorrows of life with him, but 
the places of honor in his kingdom were 
not his to give. The conditions of their 
attainment had been fixed by the 
Father, and they would be bestowed on 
those for whom, under these conditions, 
they had been prepared. 


When the ten heard of the two dis- 
ciples’ request they were indignant. 
with righteous indignation perhaps, but 
more likely with jealous ihdignation. 
Jesus reminded the whole group that 
those who ruled in the world were ac- 
customed to lord it over those who 
were under them, i. e., to exercise arbi- 
trary ruling for their own advantage, 
not for the benefit of the ruled. His 
kingdom, however, was a society of a 
radically different order. Preeminence 
in it could be obtained only through 
loving service. 


“With what divine simplicity Jesus 
sets forth great principles of action, 
toward which the whole world’s life 
must tend, if ever it would be right. 
More and more have men found it true 
that real greatness means service. 
Where once kings lorded it over the 
people, now presidents and rulers are 
regarded as ‘the servants of the people.’ 
The man who can serve best is most 
sure of honor and authority. The busi- 
ness house that can best serve the real 
interests of the public is most sure of 
steady and permanent success. Jesus 
knows. There is no wisdom like his. 
How foolish we are to doubt him or to 
question his judgments. There is in 
him a perfect wisdom to which men 
must come; and the sooner they take his. 
yoke and learn of him the sooner will 
their dreams of a perfect social order 
come true.” (Merrill: The Way.) 


Is Dr. Merrill right? Does Jesus 
point the way to worldly success for 
men, and institutions, and nations? 
Could it be the way to the world peace 
that we seek? A bishop was once 
examining several candidates for the 
ministry. He asked them if they de- 
sired to become preeminent in their 
chosen field of labor, and each replied 
in humble accents that such was not 
his desire. ‘‘You are a sorry lot, all 
of you,’ was the bishop’s comment. 
Was he right or wrong? Why? 

Jesus was seeking to found a society 
quite different from that of the “world” 
—not a society “‘resting on coercion, ex- 
ploitation and inequality,’”’ but a society 
“resting on love, service and equality.”’ 
And the model of our service is found 
in his own example—‘“For the Son of 
Man also came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life (‘not simply 
to lay it down in death, but to devote 
it to the service of mankind, including, 
if need be, and as he foresaw would 
in his case be needful, its surrender in 
death’) to free many others.” That is 
the type of living together which the 
world so sadly needs. 
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Challenge to Christian 
Unity 


A CHRISTIAN GLOBAL STRATEGY, 
By Walter W. Van Kirk. Willett, Clark 
and Co., Chicago, 1946. 197 pages. 
$2.00. A Religious Book Club Selection. 


People whose main desire in life is 
to be left alone in their little circle of 
prejudices, uncontaminated by the views 
of others, and undisturbed by the lack 
of spiritual unity in our world should 
be required, by some means a free 
civilization does not possess, to read 
“a Christian Global Strategy.” A dis- 
cussion of the contrast between the Nazi 
view of geopolitics developed by Karl 
Haushofer of Munich calling for world 
conquest by the force of German arms, 
and the Christian view of claiming the 
world for the Kingdom of God is given 
in the first chapter and forms a back- 
ground for the whole book. We are 
confronted by a choice between the 
dread alternatives of rule by force or 
by the redeeming love of Christ, of an- 
nihilation by our own fumbling, or of 
unity and brotherhood created by 
Christ’s spirit. 

The sorry spectacle of world affairs, 
the lack of vision of Christian laymen 
and pastors, the self-centeredness of 
American churches, are graphically de- 
scribed and set over against the need 
and the opportunities of the Christian 
world community. 

The validity of the argument that 
there must be spiritual unity for our 
world and that that unity is bound up 
solely with the destiny of the Church of 
Christ is recognized by all Christian 
people. In fact, the volume of litera- 
ture and vocal testimony given to this 
conviction in recent years has stimulated 
widespread concern in Christian circles 
but many have been left wondering how 
it can be achieved. They have been 
shown no technique different from the 
mission program followed for centuries 
by the Church. Dr. Van Kirk’s purpose 
is to show that the unity needed by the 
world not only must be attained but 
that it can be attained. Moreover, he 
points out that the great movements for 
cooperation among Christian bodies on 
national and internationa] lines have 
already made significant contributions 
to the cause of worldwide understand- 
ing. These movements, described in 
some detail, must be strengthened and 
enlarged by an ever increasing number 
of informed Christian leaders for they 
hold the key to the suceess of the Chris- 
tian enterprise. The vast forces of evil 
operating on a worldwide front can only 
be overcome by a vast movement of 
Christian forces unified to form a world- 
wide front of their own. 

WILLIAM CROWE, JR. 

Wilmington, N. C. 
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PATHFINDERS OF THE 
MISSIONARY CRUSADE. By Sherwood 
Eddy. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville & New York, 1946, 319 pages. 
$2.75. 

Dr. Latourette of Yale speaks of the 
last century as the Great Century of 
Christian Missions—the greatest cen- 
tury for the expansion of Christianity 
since the birth of Christ. Sherwood 
Eddy, who was himself a student in 
Yale when the Student Volunteer move- 
ment swept through the American uni- 
versities, has known intimately most of 
the men who launched the modern mis- 
sionary crusade, He gives us here in- 
timate and revealing sketches of some 
two score of these men and women, 
representing various denominations, 
stemming from different lands, holding 
various theological views—including 
some of the earlier pioneers, like Wil- 
liam Cary and Adoniram Judson, and 
some of the great missionary statesmen 
like John R. Mott and Robert E. Speer. 
Differing widely in their lives, they all 
proclaim with one voice: ‘Christianity 
in its very essence is missionary. God 
so loved the world that he gave himself 
in his Son—to the world and for the 
world.” This is one of the most in- 
teresting and inspiring books that I 
have read in many days—modern mis- 
sions as seen through the lives and 
personalities of some of its most emi- 
nent representatives—the Book of Acts 
brought down to our own day. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


WORLD 


GODIN US. By A. Campbell Garnett. 
Willett, Clark & Co., Chicago, 1946. 
Pp. 62. $1.50. 

This book in the words of the sub- 
title is a liberal Christian philosophy of 
religion for the general reader. It pre- 
sents in simpler form much of the au- 
thor’s earlier work, A Realistic Philoso- 
phy of Religion. 

Professor Garnett attempts to give 
divine sanction to the fact of conscience 
in an apparently non-moral world. His 
main thesis defends a religious over 
against a naturalistic interpretation of 
life, history, and reality. The basis 
from which Professor Garnett builds 
his case is that God is in us as a dis- 
interested will to the greatest good. He 
discusses this idea in the light of modern 
science and psychology. The reader who 
has been concerned about the prevalent 
naturalistic interpretations of reality 
will find this treatment stimulating and 
helpful. 

Though Professor Garnett admirably 
defends a spiritual interpretation of 
reality, he does not arrive at a uniquely 
Christian position. His treatment of 
God’s relationship with the world is 
more suggestive of Plato’s Demiurge 
and Receptacle than Christian concepts 
of Creator and creature. The good life 
is defined in formalistic terms as the 
will to the good, and insufficient atten- 
tion is given to the content of the good. 
Does not the will to the good imply 
there ought to be a revelation of the 


good? Furthermore, can religion be 
defined in purely moral terms as this 
treatment suggests? Finally the volume 
does not take sufficient account of the 
contradiction between what man ought 
to be and what he is. Consequently 
Christian faith which sees in Christ 
something more than an example is Ir- 
relevant. Since Christ is only the per- 
sonification of morality, there is no 
qualititative break between him and 
other religious geniuses, as the author 
sees it. 

Though it is written for the general 
reader, it will likely be a little difficult 
for the layman who has had no elemen- 
tal knowledge of philosophy. The 
thoughtful minister will find this book 
intellectually stimulating. 

JOHN H. LEITH. 

Nashville, Tenn. 


WINNING MEN, STUDIES IN SOUL 
WINNING. By John Timothy Stone. 
Fleming H. Revell Company, New 
York, 1946. 108 pages. $1.50. 


Dr. Stone’s experiences as a pastoral 
evangelist in several fields, but most 
particularly as pastor of the Fourth 
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, pre- 
pared him eminently to write this 
volume. These five lectures admirably 
serve the double purpose of creating in 
the reader a desire to do evangelistic 
work and indicating methods which 
have proven effective in his own ex- 
perience and which can undoubtedly be 
adapted and made effective in other 
parishes today. Perhaps the most help- 
ful chapter is on ‘‘Methods and Invi- 
tation,’”’ but the entire book is replete 
with personal illustrations from a full 
and fruitful life devoted to winning 
men. 

B. R. LACY, JR. 

Richmond. 


JUSTICE AND THE SOCIAL ORDER. 
By Emil Brunner. Translated by 
Mary Hottinger. Harper & Bros., 
New York, 1945. 287 pages. $3.00. 


The approach of this distinguished 
Swiss theologian to the vexed problems 
of justice in our human relationships 
is controlled by two insights made 
familiar to Americans in the writings 
of Reinhold Niebuhr. First, a realistic 
estimate of the sinful nature of man, 
which infects all his institutions, and, 
second, the responsibility of a Chris- 
tian to do all that he can to establish 
a relatively just social order. In spite 
of the vast difference between the order 
of justice and the domain of Christian 
love, Dr. Brunner insists that “love 
which is not just in the world of insti- 
tutions is sentimentality.” In a fine 
figure he says that the Christian must 
“change his love into the current coin 
of justice, since that alone is legal ten- 
der in the world of systems.” 

The first half of the book is con- 
cerned with the establishment of a 
Christian doctrine of worldly justice, 
made up of principles which clothe the 
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bare formula: ‘‘Justice is the just ren- 
dering to every man his due.” The 
reader must not complain if he has to 
find his way through a pretty winding 
maze of paradoxes, for the simplest 
analysis will reveal man as created both 
equal and unequal, an individual and a 
member of a community, and a dealer 
both in even-handed justice and for- 
giving love. To desert the paradox 
would only mean a propaganda call to 
the barricades. Exactly balanced in 
length, the second half deals with the 
application to these principles to human 
institutions. Looking to the future, 
Brunner’s hopes and fears may thus 
be sampled: The universal expansion 
of the communistic state would be “‘the 
realization of the apocalyptic vision of 
‘The beast coming out of the earth.’” 
It would be a false pessimism to deny 
the possibility of overcoming what is 
known as war today.’’ The new aware- 
ness of the universality of the church 
in the last generation is a matter of 
hope for many “far beyond the circle 
of the church.” This is a book suited 
alike for pulpit, office and Congress. 
JOHN M. WALKER, JR. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


“MRS. PALMER'S HONEY. By Fannic 
Cook. Doubleday & Company, Inc., 
Garden City, N. Y. 1946. 280 pages. 
$2.50. 


This first George Washington Carver 
Award is a singularly penetrating novel 
about the Negro’s move from kitchens 
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into factories, and the new hope that 
comes to them from the position of rela- 
tive industrial security within the CIO. 

You’ll find yourself portrayed in this 
book whatever has been your stand on 
the question of race, and an alert Negro 
group who have learned to use laughter 
as a defense and as a weapon and who 
refuse to go on “giving in’’ to our sin. 
For Fannie Cook quietly puts the 
burden of the problem where it rightly 
belongs—on the conscience of ‘‘all white 
folks,’’ who do not seek to defend their 
stand by law because they know the 
illegality of their position; and who find 
themselves saying in effect, ‘“‘This is 
wrong, but I got to do it.” 

RACHEL HENDERLITE. 
Richmond, Va. 


THE CHRISTIAN ANSWER. By Paul 
J. Tillich, Theodore M. Greene, 
George F. Thomas, Edwin E. Aubrey, 
John Knox. Edited and with an In- 
troduction by Henry P. Van Dusen. 
Scribner's, New York. 195 pages. 

2.50. 


This is one of the most significant 
books to appear in recent months. It 
is the product of the group thinking of 
a number of our outstanding the- 
ologians and teachers of religion who 
have been meeting over a period of 
more than ten years to think together 
concerning the central affirmations of 
the Christian faith in their relevance to 
the need of the world today. The book 
itself is written by five of this group 
with an introduction by Dr. VanDusen. 
Of course, the book cannot claim to 
present in detail the views of all the 
individuals associated with the group 
study which underlies it. But all of 
these thinkers are united in their con- 
viction that ‘“‘the Christian faith in its 
essential convictions is true’’ and that 
“Christianity despite the weakness and 
apostasy of the churches is indispen- 
sable to the reclamation of civilization.” 

The message of the book is directed 
primarily, but not exclusively, to 
“thoughtful men and women who stand 
outside the Christian tradition, and yet 
who are moved by the events of our 
time to inquire whether Christian faith 
may not hold truth and power which 
they have neglected.’’ The audience to 
which the book is directed should be 
kept in mind in the evaluation of the 
book. It is written to those who stand 
outside the Christian tradition. It is 
an invitation to them to reconsider the 
Christian faith. In its effort to be 
understood by the audience to which 
it is directed it avoids technical Chris- 
tian terminology. And the reader has 
the feeling that its expression of the 
content of the Christian faith would 
be more positive if its writers had as- 
sumed that they were speaking in the 
main to those who already stood within 
the Christian faith. 

The first chapter is a brilliant analysis 
of the world situation today by Paul 
Tillich. He traces the passing of our 
bourgeois society from “revolutionary 
reason” through ‘technical reason” to 
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“planning reason.”” He correctly states 
the fundamental question of our age: 
“How can security and a decent stand- 
ard of life for all be attained according 
to the infinite productive power of man- 
kind, without the complete mechaniza- 
tion and dehumanization of man?’’ He 
is aware that in the attempt to answer 
this question mankind must move in 
the realm ‘‘in which religious principles 
are decisive.” The second chapter is 
by Theodore M. Greene, professor of 
Philosophy at Princeton University, who 
analyzes various types of naturalism 
and humanism as they are found in 
the America today. In the second part 
of the chapter he presents over against 
these secular alternatives the reason- 
ableness of Christianity. It closes with 
an invitation to Christian fellowship 
that is addressed to those who have re- 
mained aloof from the Christian 
Church. 


The central chapter of the book is a 
restatement of the basic Christian af- 
firmations by George F. Thomas, pro- 
fessor of Religious Thought at Prince- 
ton University. This chapter will not 
be entirely satisfying to those who stand 
within the Christian tradition. We 
would deplore in particular the refer- 
ence to the resurrection appearances 
on page 119. In this passage Dr. 
Thomas leaves us in some doubt as to 
whether he believes in the empty tomb 
and the resurrection of the body. Chris- 
tianity began with the witness of the 
apostles to the resurrection, and no at- 
tempt to state the meaning of Chris- 
tianity for our day should leave us in 
any doubt concerning this central af- 
firmation of our faith. There are other 
places in which in his effort to make 
Christianity understandable to those 
who stand outside the Christian tra- 
dition, Dr. Thomas fails tq state the 
full positive content of the Christian 
faith. But the chapter as a whole is a 
fine statement of the relevance of the 
Christian message to the thought life 
of today.. 

In chapter four Edwin E. Aubrey 
seeks to show the relevance of the 
Christian faith to our contemporary 
social scene. It is here that it can be 
said with some ,justice that the book 
is more the Christian Question than the 
Christian Answer. The chapter is not 
without its merits, but the relevance of 
Christianity to the social scene is too 
vast a subject to be analyzed in a brief 
chapter. 

The closing chapter is by John Knox, 
professor of Sacred Literature, Union 
Theological Seminary, New York. It is 
a statement of the relevance of the 
historic Christian faith to our personal 
life as Christians. The chapter moves 
on a high and impassioned plane and 
leaves you with the conviction that men 
must inevitably return to the Christian 
faith if life for them is to have mean- 
ing, or purpose, of power. 

The book as a whole is significant be- 
cause it is the product of group think- 
ing, a symbol of a new unity emerging 
in Christian thought in America. It is 
not an expression of a fundamentalist 
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position. But it is far removed from 
the liberalism of the twentieth. Rather 
it is a sign that the ‘‘center’”’ in Chris- 
tian thought is awakening and becom- 
ing vocal and impassioned. It is a 
genuine attempt to direct the attention 
of those who have stood outside the 
Christian faith to the revelation of God 
in Christ as the place at which men 
are to find the light of God which will 
give them the vision they must have 
if they are to solve the problems which 
confront us in the troubled life of man 
today. May this endeavor stir others 
to write with equal clarity and power as 
they seek to formulate the Christian 
Answer to the world’s needs. 
HOLMES ROLSTON. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


BERKELEY VERSION OF THE NEW 


TESTAMENT, WITH FOOTNOTES. 
By Gerrit Verkuyl. James Gillick & 


Co., Berkeley 4, Calif. $2.00. 

Much study and the results of a life- 
time of teaching in the Presbyterian 
Church have gone into this pocket-sized 
new translation. Most interesting are 
its footnotes, making a running com- 
mentary on the text, often illuminating 
and helpful, always strictly orthodox 
His apologetics sometimes interferes 
with his scholarship, as when he can- 
not believe the plain Greek of Heb. 
11:31. The English rendering follows 
closely the 1611 version; changes in 
wording do not always represent greater 
accuracy than the A. S. V., and are sel- 
dom more felicitous. A few sample pas- 
sages may illustrate the style. ‘‘The 
eye is your body’s lamp.” ‘‘The way 
you judge you will be judged and with 
what yardstick you measure you will be 
measured.” ‘. . neither throw your 
pearls before the hogs, so that they may 
not sooner or later trample them under 
their feet, and, turning around, lacerate 
you.”” “It is not fair to take the chil- 
dren’s bread and throw it to the dog- 
gies.”’ (‘‘Little dogs’ might have been 
better.) 

“Our knowledge is fragmentary and 
so is our prophesying. But when the 
total ensues then the fragmentary be- 
comes antiquated.” ‘Everything shall 
be constructive’ (1 Cor. 14:26). ‘“‘Rela- 
tive to the collection for the saints, you 
better do as I suggested.’’ ‘‘Every one, 
who has been born of God, does commit 
no sin.” ? 
K. J. FOREMAN. 
Davidson, N. C. 


THE FAITH OF A PROTESTANT. W. 
Burnet Easton, Jr. The MacMillan 
Company, New York. 76 pages. 
$1.50. 


In his preface the author says: ‘‘The 
number of men and women, especially 
students, but also older people and even 
ministers, who have asked me: ‘What 
do I believe as a Christian? Why am 
I a Protestant? Where can I find a 
book on Protestant belief?’ has impelled 
me to write this book.’”’ It thus comes 
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in answer to the general demand for 
theology which has been increasing for 
fifteen years and to the more recent and 
specific demand for a frank delineation 
of distinctly Protestant doctrines. 


Mr. Easton, who is religious director 
and assistant professor of religion at 
Massachusetts State College, has done 
his work well. Intelligent laymen and 
particularly students will find here a 
compendius and readable handbook of 
Protestant theology. Following an open- 
ing chapter on the special needs of our 
time, the book deals successively with 
man, God, the Trinity, Jesus Christ, the 
Resurrection, the Church, the Kingdom 
and the basis of social action. The gen- 
eral standpoint is that of a liberal evan- 
gelical. The most striking chapter is 
the last, in which the author seeks, and 
in our judgment finds, a basis of social 
action which does not necessarily pre- 
suppose the coming of the Kingdom in 
this world. 


JOHN NEWTON THOMAS. 
Richmond. 
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STRAWS IN THE WIND 


In a_ recent book, published by 
McGraw-Hill, entitled “One World or 
None’’, 17 eminent scientists (including 


five Nobel prizewinners), generals, and 
pundits report ‘‘on the full meaning of 
the atomic bomb.” Dr. Robert Oppen- 
heimer, who directs the great Los 
Alamos Labratory, states that a present 
day bomb, exploding half-a-mile above 
Manhattan would kill 300,000 people. 
More effective bombs are on the make. 
One type, he says, which “has been in- 
vestigated in a preliminary way” will 
be too powerful for all except ‘‘very 


major targets such as greater New 
York.’* 
The United States Department of 


Commerce reports that Americans spent 
a staggering total of $7,800,000,000. for 
liquor. wine and beer during the year 
1945. This sum would have more than 
financed the entire Federal government 
for any year up to 1935. The amount 
spent for liquor in 1945 was nine per 
cent more than in 1944. 








““A treasure for 
all who love the Bible’’ 


he River 
Jordan 


By NELSON GLUECK 


School. 


A richly illustrated account of the world’s most storied 
river. “A veritable treasure for all who love the Bible 
and the Holy Land. Written with learning, personality, 
and spiritual feeling; illustrated with extraordinary 
photographs.”—Dr. Millar Burrows, Yale Divinity 
Over 100 illustrations, $3.50 
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By C. ANDERSON SCOTT. An unequivocal 
statement of the manner in which Evangelical Protestantism 
views the claims and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. 
“The author deals with the essential issues, writing clearly 
and vigorously, but takes no unfair advantages. It should 
help clarify the atmosphere for both Protestants and 
Catholics.”—Ernest Trice Thompson. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


OHANGES 








Wm. Henry Benchoff, evangelist of 
Greenville, S. C., is now to be addressed 
care Mr. John Wheelock, Lavras Minas, 
Brazil, S. A. 

W. B. Holmes, Jr., from 
Texas, to the First Church, 
Texas. 

W. T. Stewart, from Kansas City to 
Paris, Ark. 

Carl H. Phagan, candidate for the 
ministry from the First Church, Dallas, 
is to be pastor of the Crystal City, Texas, 
church. His installation is to be held 
June 16. 

Joseph R. Woody, formerly of Patro- 
cinio, has this new address: Caixa Postal 
44, Patos de 
Brazil. 

Ss. P. Riccobene, Ashdown, 
Ark., pastor, is now director of religious 
work in connection with Arkansas Col- 
lege at Batesville. 

Charles W. Anderson, from Highland 
Park, Mich., to 2022 Confederate Place, 
Louisville 8, Ky. 

Louis E. Evans, from Birmingham to 
Demopolis, Ala. 


San Saba, 
Gonzales, 


Minas, Minas Gerais, 


former 
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RETIRED 


J. P. Snipes, pastor of the Earle, Ark., 
church, was honorably retired from the 
active ministry at the recent meeting 
of Arkansas Presbytery. 


CANDIDATES 


John Calvin Wingard, Jonesboro, 
Ark., has been received under the care 
of Arkansas Presbytery. 

Edward Dale Robertson, son of the 
Rev. Hugh Robertson, San Antonio, has 
been received under the care of Western 
Texas Presbytery. 


CHAPLAINS 

Carl May is now on duty with the 
Military Government at Taljon, Korea, 
125 miles south of Seoul. Address: 
102nd M.G. 4 Gp., Hd. & Hd. Det., 
APO 7, care P. M., San Francisco. 

Charles C. Cowsert’s temporary ad- 
dress is Box 5002, Fountain City, Tenn. 

A. D. Ellison, Jr., from Rockland, 
Maine, to NP Sep. Cen. Naval Air Sta., 
Minneapolis, Minn, 

Vance Barron is serving as 
supply of the First church, 
Miss., until September 1. 


stated 
Meridan, 


TO BE MARRIED 

William A. missionary to 
Mexico, and Mrs. C. J. Matthews, house- 
mother at Louisville Seminary, are to 
be married May 21. Shortly thereafter 


Ross, 
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they expect to return to Mexico where 
Dr. Ross has served for many years. 


PAMPHLET 


James C. Faw, executive secretary of 
the Richmond, Va., Community Council, 
has written an article, ‘‘The Church and 
the Social Worker Supp'ementing Each 
Other,’’ which has been reprinted and 
widely distributed by the Board of Hos- 
pitals and Homes of the Methodist 
Church of Chicago and is also being dis- 
tributed by the Virginia Council of 
Churches, 1444 E. Main St., Richmond. 


SESSION’S RULES 


William Crowe, Jr., First Church, 
Wilmington, N. C., and the session of 
that church, have prepared a small, 
four-page leaflet giving that church’s 
regulations regarding marriage, church 
weddings, and the Christian family. 
This pamphlet outlines the denomina- 
tion’s law, the local church’s require- 
ments in the case of divorce, use of the 
church building and so on. 


MISSIONARY DOCTOR 


Mason P. Young, M. D., from Ander- 
son, S. C., to care Associated Mission 
Treasurers, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, 
Shanghai, China. Dr. and Mrs, Young 
are both en route to Shanghai. 





They Still 
Need Christ 


troops in 
world, as well as those in training camps, still need 


The occupation 


spiritual aid. Thousands of 
Camps,’” are without 
young people in the 
formative years of 
their lives the Coun- 
cil is ministering in 
the name of our 
Church. 


ehurch 


* * * 


The Couneil 
tinues to— 


con- 


Aid local churehes, 
churches in camp 
areas ; 


Cooperate with 
other agencies, and 

Serve the wounded 
in hospitals. 


many 
veterans in 


Centers, many living with their families in 
advantages. To 
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